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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter : And it came to pass, when the 
days were well-nigh come that that he should be received up, 
he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, and sent mes- 
sengers before his face.—Luke 9: 51. 

1. July 3.—Pictures of the Kingdom... . . 
uly 10.—Review. 
uly 17.—Peter’s. Confession 


Matt. 13 : 31-33, 44-52 
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3. July 17.—Peter’s Confession. ......... Matt. 16 : 13-28 
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5. July 3r.—A Lesson on Forgiveness . ‘ Matt. 18 : 21-35 
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August 14.—The Laborers in the Vinevard. .. . 
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9. August 28.—Jésus Entering-Jerusalem. .... . 
10. reer 4-—Two Parables of Judg- 

men 

ar. September rrx—The King’s Marriage Feast . 
12. September 18—Three Questions 


1-2, 13-26 
att. 20 : 1-16 
Matt. 20 : 17-34 

Matt. ar : 1-17 


- Matt. a1: 33-46 
. Matt. 22: 1-14 
Matt. 22: x 15°28, 34-40 
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13. September 2s—Temperance Lesson ........ +5: 15-26 
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In Defeat 


By Henry Robinson Palmer 


E WATCHED him in the chilling time 
When plan and purpose went amiss, 
And guessed, despite the conflict’s grime, 
The burning of the traitor’s kiss. 


We knew that underneath his calm 
The tide of feeling rose and fell, 

For he had dreamed upon the palm, 
And loved the thought of triumph well. 


But here by savage souls beset, 

And there by coward hearts betraydd, 
Beleaguered sore, and fighting yet, 

He saw his skylike vision fade. 


And round him in his hour of gloom 

There stood the slend’rest guard of friends, 
A handful in a hollow room 

That knew not how to make amends. 


We watched his mobile features while 
The tears were in our tragic eyes, 

And glimpsed about his lips a smile, 
As if he had achieved the prize. 


The bitter prayer of hate he spurned, 
The plea of grief he put aside, 

And to the gentlest labors turned, 
And simplest labors sanctified. 


There was no rancor in his treast ; 
It pulsed to music soft and sweet, 

And we beheld, who loved him best, 
His godlike triumph in defeat. 


STONINGTON, CONN, 








Safe from Truth’s Dangers 


It is a perilous thing to receive a wealth of- 


truth. Those who attend the summer Christian con- 
ferences at which the master minds and lives. of the 
earth give freely of their choicest knowledge and ex: 
periences need to recognize this peril. ‘‘Shield us 
from the perils of the truth,’’ prayed Mr. Jowett at 
Northfield, as he warned his hearers of the danger of 
letting their sensitiveness to the truth become dulled 
through much ‘listening. There is only one way to 


be safeguarded against this peril, and that is to seek 
to incarnate the truth that we hear as fast as it comes 
tous. The life that is ever living the truth that it 
has received can safely receive more new truth. 
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The Freedom of Habit 

There is no freedom like that of a good habit. 
The man who has the habit of doing anything that he 
ought to do with clock-like regularity is saved from a 
galling bondage of uncertainty, hesitation, time-con- 
suming, energy-wasting debate with himself, renewed 
day after day and growing more of a burden as life 
advances. When the matter is relegated once for 
all to the realm of unquestioning, automatic habit, 
that man’s life passes from bondage to freedom in at 
least one detail. Many a man has proved this in 
such ordinary matters as the time for meals, starting 
and stopping work at a regular time, the daily shave, 
and the like. if it is worth while to gain the momen- 
tum of habit in such temporal matters as these, what 
shall we say of habits that help to determine our spiri- 


tual powers ? 
ya 


Buying Costly Pictures 

Most of us have seen pictures, in our mind's eye, 
of changed spiritual conditions in the lives of those 
close to us which are so infinitely more beautiful than 
the reality, that we have supposed that such pictures 
are not for us, but must ever remain beyond our 
reach. It is well to see such pictures, and to culti- 
vate the power of seeing them. But it is a mistake 
to suppose that they are beyond our owning. “The 
more beautiful, the more nearly ideal, such pictures 
seem to us, the greater is the reason for our possess- 
ing them. For God never gave any child of his a 
vision of this sort in order to mock or torment or dis- 
courage him. But-there-is a heavy cost involved in 


buying such a picture, as it were, and entering into 
its real possession, When we paint a picture of this 
sort, in the richest colorings and designs that we are 
capable of conceiving, and then ask God at what 
price we can have it for our own, the answer comes, 
back that the price is nothing less than ourself. If 
we are willing literally to sell ourselves into the bond- 
age of Jesus ‘Christ and the service of our fellows, 
and live, pray, and work during the rest of our life- 
time for the permanent possession of these beautiful 
pictures, Christ can give them tous. Think of the 
art gallery of pictures of radiantly changed lives that 
belonged to the apostle Paul when he left this world ! 
—all purchased, through Christ, by Paul's own life- 
blood. Our trouble is that we do not dare to think 
that we can own just such pictures ourselves. But 
Christ intends that we should, if we are willing to make. 
the great venture of faith by selling ourseives and all 
that we have in order to possess them, 


x 
After Falling 


One sin need not lead to another. It often does, 
for the Devil tries hard to make it do so; and he 
succeeds so often that many a man has come to be- 
lieve that this is a law from which there is no escape : 
when he yields to some old temptation he does not 
expect to get on his feet again until after the first fail- 
ure has been followed by a series of others, But to 
let ourselves suppose that this succession of sins in 
the Christian life is a necessity is to leave Christ 
wholly out of our reckoning. To one who knows 
Christ, a falling into sin is not like falling from a 
eliff, where, once started, there is no stopping until 
the bottom of the canyon is reached. For Christ's 
power is always at hand, from the first instant of fall- 
ing ; and it is greater than the gravitation-attraction 
of hell itself. He will stop.our fall and lift us up 
whenever we reach out for his hand. 


z 


Our Attitude Toward the Semi-Religions 


NE never knows, these days, when he will be 
asked to form a judgment on some new form 
of religion that is offered for his acceptance. 

With Oriental exuberance new cults spring up around 
us on every hand, until one is disposed to feel with 
John Watson that ‘‘nothing is easier than to create 
a new religion ; one only needs self-confidence and 
foolscap paper.’ These semi-religions, or near- 
religions as we may call them, are becoming so nu- 
merous that, without taking the most serious view of 
the phenomenon, or getting into a panic about it, the 
religious man finds it more or less necessary to decide 
on what attitude to take toward it. Religion to-day 
is menaced by religions. They are one of the great- 
est difficulties with which religion has to contend 
next to sin itself. What is the Christian man’s right 
attitude toward them ? 

First of all, it needs to be said that this situation is 
not so wholly unexpected as we should suppose. The 
Christianv~man must remember that Jesus anticipated 
this tendency, and told men of it before it came to 
its results in all kinds of divisions and corruptions. 
For a little while ‘his disciples would seem to have 
the field quite to themselves with the religion which 
he_had;taught them and given them. But it would 
be for only a little while. . The now-despised faith of 
the Christians would soon enough prove to, havea 
powet. which men would like to. get for themselves 
without -paying the Christian's price for it... Before 
they knew it, the keen worldly mind would discern 
that here was something worth copying even where 
men did.not- care to go.the whele length. All around 
them would rise up teachers who would offer to pro- 





cure the same benefits for the soul, but in an easier 
way. Forewarned about it, taught to resist the flat- 
tery which would be paid to Christianity by imitation 
of it, they were never caught going over to any of the 
various forms of belief which began to copy Christian- 
ity and claim all its efficacy and more even before the 
last apostle was laid in his grave. The first point, 
then, in our attitude toward these specious and easy 
religions is that we should know that according to 
Christ they were to be expected and reckoned with, 
that they would seem for a while like the real thing, 
or even better, and that there would be tests by which 
they could be judged. 

The second point in our treatment of them is that 
we should be very little influenced by the fact that, 
for the most part, these multitudinous: forms of re- 
ligion are cultivated by nice people.. For nice people 
are one of the greatest difficulties with which Chris- 
tianity is burdened to-day. In the early ages, Chris- 
tianity, after long faithfulness to its own spirit, at- . 
tracted the attention of the powerful people, rulers, 
politicians, and governors, and by making certain 
concessions to them won the help of the state and the 
powerful persons for centuries. This compact changed 
the very character of Christianity in the world. It 
found that it had paid too high for the protection and 
help of the state, and finally in one nation after an- 
other it had to throw off this burdensome help if it 
was to be itself. But then came, the seductions of 
the nice people, the cultivated, the refined. What a 
triumph it would be to gain the support and. the 
prestige that would belong to the church if culture 
and fashion would let themselves be captured by it! 


410 


They have been captured, and to-day the Christian 
mind hardly knows how to settle any matter on its 
deep spiritual merits, because there are so many peo- 
ple who are undoubtedly nice people, who are not 
heathen and are not vicious, and yet who have no 
| sympathy with the rugged works that Christianity has 
been commissioned to do, and who continually stand 
in their way. It is.so hard to realize that nice people 
may be wrong, that they can be utterly wrong, that 
they can gracefully and decently and quietly do the 
worst things and bring to pass the worst possible situ- 
ation. “As a'second point let us remember that nice 
people are no criterion by which to judge about 
eternal truth, and that, so far as their niceness 
goes, this by itself gives no guarantee that it will 
not ally itself with the worst and most serious false- 
hoods. 

A third consideration which throws a good deal of 
light on the present situation is that people nowadays 
have taken to getting their beliefs from literature 
rather than from the Bible. Dr. Munger called at- 
tention to this tendency some years ago. Getting 
their start and all that they know about religion orig- 
inally from the Scriptures, they have proceeded to 
develop them on their own account. Poets have 
come to mean more to us than prophets, and, deriv- 
ing their inspiration more and more from each other 
instead of from the great source of the Word of God, 
the variations and the second-handedness have gone 
on developing until one can find no persistent and 
consistent teaching from literature alone, even though 
it be the best. And because we have discovered that 
the Scriptures were always cast in a literary form, and 
have become a little proud of our discovery that the 
Bible is literature, we have flown to the shallow and 
unsafe conclusion that literature is a Bible, and that 
we ‘may read either Bible we choose. Since the 
prophets were writers, we are tempted to believe that 
almost any writer is a prophet, and that God means 
for us to listen to him. Literature has become a 
jungle, and the jungle is full of what seem to be 
paths. They lead a little way, but they fade and we 


cannot follow them out. The’ Bible is a literature, - 


but it is not ajungle. Its paths lead somewhere. 
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Are God’s Ways Puzzling ? 

Until man has God's’ work to do and place to 
fill, there is no need of man’s understanding the 
reasons for all that God has done. Yet it often is not 
difficult to get a sufficient glimpse of God's reasons 
to satisfy our inquiring minds, A New Jersey reader 
seeks light on two oft-discussed questions when she 
writes : 

Please try to explain God's apparent insincerity in Genesis 
22.: 2 [when God told Abraham to offer Isaac for a burnt 
offering]. 

And why did God leave the ‘‘man after his own heart," 
David, to Tait into the sins in a Samuel 24 and 2 Samuel 11 : 4? 

There was not even any apparent insincerity in 
God's telling Abraham to offer Isaac for a burnt- 
offering. God wanted Abraham to do exactly that : 
offer Isaac for a burnt-offering ; and Abraham did 
exactly as God asked ; and when Abraham had done 
all that God had asked, God stopped Abraham from 
going further. It is nowhere stated that God asked 
Abraham to burn Isaac, or to kill Isaac, but only to 
offer \saac. Excavations in Palestine have shown, 
from the bones of infants, that infant-sacrifice was 
practised by the Canaanites. It is reasonable to un- 
derstand that God wished to see whether Abraham 
was willing to sacrifice as much for Ais deity, Jeho- 
vah, as he (Abraham) saw his idolatrous neighbors 
sacrificing for their pagan deities. Abraham met the 
test, and he and God kept entire faith with each other. 

David was a man after God’ s own heart, not because 
-he was sinless, but because, being free to sin, he held 
true throughout his life to God as his only God, and 
did not fall into the sin that wrecked the lives of so 
many other leaders of Israel, and finally of the nation 
itself: idolatry, or treason to God as the supreme 
and only God. David would not have been a man 
after God's own heart unless David had been free to 
sin ; for character does not come from being unable 
to sin, but from free-will victory over sin. That 
seems to be one reason why God permits sin : be- 
cause, if we are to share his. nature and gain the 
highest blessings that he can give us, we must seek 
his aid in conquering sin, rather than be kept by 
him, against our will, from sinning. 
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pi ye gps. and center and head up into one 
great Head and center. Paul describes our whole 
present mischief where he speaks of men as ‘‘ not 


holding fast the head.’ Not until we begin again to - 
uetoh fake thal Maet Ghee: 


get our beliefs aud our 
we got it first will this centrifugal habit of our pres- 
ent-day religion be ch ; 2 


In the fourth place, it is worth noticing that there — 


is a very current and shallow and li way in 
which people explain these exuberant and popular 
substitutes for Christian faith, How many times we 
hear people say of them that they seem to make it 
clear that there is something people’ want which they 
are not getting from Christianity. They feel that 
these cults are significant. They seem to represent a 
deep spiritual hunger and unrest. There is something 
people want which they are not getting. Perhaps 
these semi-religions will show us what it is. 

But the note of all great religious advance is found 
not in what people want, but in what God wants of 
them. And there we strike the fundamental differ- 
ence between Christianity and these religions of a 
day. The note of obedience is seldom sounded, 


There is no cross in them. Religion is to be achieved. 


with lower costs. But when we begin to try to find 
out what God wants we shall find the satisfaction of 
every real want we can possibly have. 

And last of all, Christianity has made a rich soil in 
which all sorts of seeds will grow as well as the right 
kind. Men do not get up these sudden and easy re- 
ligions where there is no Christianity at all. The 
parasite comes where something is already prepared 
for it to grow upon ; and sometimes parasites are the 
most beautiful things in the world, while the trunk 
upon which they fasten and grow may look brown 
and uncomely. But what little ephemeral life they 
have all comes from preying upon and borrowing 
from the strength which has been organized through 
that same rugged and homely trunk. Let us not be 
captivated by the counterfeits of our own best posses- 
sions. The Christian of to-day needs to be tested, 
and is being tested, by the question whether he is 
great enough to know wher he has the greatest thing 
in the world in his possession. 
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The Activity of Faith 

It cannot be pointed out too often that the belief 
in Christ which makes lives over is something vastly 
more than an intellectual assent to truth. A Penn- 
sylvania pastor, commenting on a discussion of faith 
that appeared in these columns, expresses some 
needed truths when he writes : 


It is one of the great weaknesses of the English language 
that we have no common verb corresponding to the noun 
‘‘faith."' The verb usually used is the word “' believe.’’ The 
sentence, ‘‘I have faith in Christ as Saviour,'’ is much 
stronger than, ‘'I believe in Christ as Saviour’’; for 
**believe,"’ through common usage, may mean mere mental 
knowledge, opinica, or anything down to common specula- 
tion. A better verb is the word “‘ apprehend,'’ as used by 
Paul in Philippians 3 : 12, 13 (Authorized Version), meaning, 
‘*to lay hold of,"’ ‘‘to grasp.’’ Thus Christian faith is an 
active, not a passive, energy ; it must needs om, Sagara 
even Christ, as a personal appropriation, to effective. 
Faith is the bridge thrown across the chasm of doubt over 
which the soul wale into the land of confident assurance upon 
the other side. 


‘* What are you going to do about it ?’’ is the ques- 
tion that ought to confront every one who professes to 
believe in Christ ; for the belief that is a mere passive 
assent is not belief at all in the Gospel sense. The 
one who professes to believe must acé, if he is to gain 
Christ and the life-changing blessings and power that 
can come only from Christ. It is interesting to note 
the twofold way in which Paul uses that verb ‘‘to 
lay hold on,”’ in the passage cited by the correspon- 
dent. Paul crowds his characteristic dynamic and 
strenuous vigor into the statement, ‘‘I press on, if so 
be that I may lay hold’’; and then he explains what 
it is he is striving to lay hold on : ‘*On that for which 
also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus.’’ In other 
words, if Paul had faith in Jesus, so also Jesus had 
faith in Paul; and both Paul and Jesus were actively 
and in faith reaching out after and laying hold upon 
each other. So Jesus has faith in you and me, and 


in every one to whom he offers himself as Saviour, 
and there could be no saving faith on our part toward 
him unless his faith reached out in omnipotence to 
lay hold on us. 

Dr. Robert F. Horton of London, in a wonderfully 
helpful little book on «‘ The Triumphant Life,*’ shows 
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Eile os Gating com _ of-ourselves to 
him, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, the actual 

al committal to “him as a Living Being, as a 
eal Person and a Real Presence.’’ 


ferent from mere belief of the Bible, or of the Creed, 
or of the doctrine of the Atonement, or even from 
belief in the existence of Christ, which many have 


without having gained eternal life, Dr. Horton makes — 


a simple, earnest appeal in this searching question : 
‘*I wonder if you know what it is, this act of self- 
committal to the invisible Jesus; the simple trust in 
him as the Lord of Life and Love, this act—continued, 
repeated if you will, but yet an act—an act quick, 
decisive, determiined—this act of believing in him 


which brings you at once the quiet assurance of eter- ~ 


nal life. I wonder if you have that Faith and have 
that Life."’ ep Be 
Sunday-School Gambling or Betting 

The questions on gambling that have been asked 
this year by readers of The Sunday School Times 
have necessitated careful thinking on the subject, and 
the discussions of it in this department have been 
well worth while. Now an Oregon reader comes with 
an interesting application of the question : 

I have been much interested in your ideas.of what gambling. 
is. I would like to knew whether, if two children ‘‘draw cuts*’ 
to see who will bring a pail of water, that is bling ? 
Wouldn't the work be the stake? Again, if two Sunday-school 
classes engage in a contest to see which will- have the biggest 
average attendance for a quarter, and the defeated class is to 
entertain the other class in some way, would it be gambling ? 

Gambling is the staking, or risking, of something 
of value upon the outcome of an uncertain event. Both 
cases cited, therefore, are acts of gambling. Each of 
the two stakes is equivalent to a bet; The work done 
in the bringing of a pail of water is, as pointed out, 
the stake, or the value which is bet upon the result of 


the drawing of.‘ cuts,:’,.The entertainment furnished... 


by the defeated Sunday-school class in an attendance 


_ contest is the stake, or bet, which is risked upon the 


outcome of the contest. Such an agreement is plain, 
old-fashioned gambling, and had better be omitted 
hereafter from Sunday-schools that do not: wish to 
cultivate the gambling spirit. 


7 
From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


LMIGHTY GOD, Lord of all worlds, we praise thee for 
the minuteness of thy ministries to thy smallest creatures ; 
for thy care of the sparrow ; for thy breath upon the 

trees, which makes them live, and give shade, and bear fruit ; 
for the sunlight which turns darkness into day and calls all thy 
creatures to the joy and activity.of the morning. Chief of all, 
we bless thee for the revelation of thyself to us in Jesus Christ 
as our Father, Redeemer, and Portion, making us sharers in 
thy life and thy possessions, partakers of eternal health and 
youth, and partners in the task of conveying all this to our 
fellow-men. Lord, thy gifts are so many and so great! For- 
give us if sometimes we magnify some one small part and 
ignore the rest. Correct our misconceptions. Teach us in all 
its breadth and power what the life and death of Jesus Christ 
means for us. Show us what his miracles signify. Show us 
how to wield his power in blessing the souls and bodies of men. 
Keep us from rending asunder what God hath thus joined 
together. Pour larger gifts into the hands of those who wait 
upon the sick or minister to the defective. Bless all physicians 
and nurses with a share of thy skill and devotion. Let the 

ace of God abound in the work of hospitals and health 

ards, in ministries to the deaf, the blind, the defective child, 
the insane, the leper: in every legitimate effort made to re- 
duce the bulk of human misery and the wear and tear of life. 
Make us, one by one, duly careful of that physicai frame in 
which thou hast encased our immortal being, and with which 
thou hast so closely allied it. Constrain us to close and bar 
the doors against all inhumanity, all recklessness, or folly, or 
paralyzing doubt and gloom and fear, and to open them wide 
to all joy and truth and peace ; to keep heart and nerve sensi- 
tive to every touch of the divine and every whisper of our God, 
and keen to feel every sorrow of man and every peril that 
threatens human. welfare. ... Make us both considerate of the 
ailing.and conscientious in effort to prevent and cure sickness. 
baie Withal, and chief of all, cure our souls of sin, and spread 
spiritual health among the nations. Let us no longer with 
bloody hands sacrifice conscience to gold and holiness to fleet- 
ing pleasure. Oh, grant 0s revival of moral earnestness, of 
spiritual absorption and elevation, of social conscience, of con- 
suming concera for the real welfare of men, of self-forgetfulness 
in service. Show us each what we — do, and constrain us 
to do just that to the utmost. Let there be no stinginess in 
our living for others, no haggling for heaven at little cost, no 
crucifixion of our Lord afresh on the altar of prejudice and 
self-complacency. Make us willing to learn more of thee and 
thy way ; eager to listen to thy voice in the news of to-day as 


interpreting the Eternal Word ; sensitive to thy presence in 
common affairs, and close companions with thee in our daily 
walk. r 








aginst 


AA a Oy de Os 











ae 


gt ag gt cnet 


= be gS 





L&SSON- FOR SEPT, 4 (Matt. ar : 33-46) 





Bee essential point in regard to prayer is that it 


should obtain an answer. To this end it is . 

needful that certain conditions should be recog- 
nized and fulfilled, as laid down in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Amongst these a foremost one is that there 
should be an honest subjection to the will of God so 
far as the individual knows it. It is to be feared that 
many fail to receive answers to their prayers through 
a lack of clearness and definiteness in regard to this 
point. On reflection, all must admit that complete 
submission to the Supreme Being is the only reason- 
able attitude on the part of any of his creatures. He 
is perfect in all his attributes ; his love, his goodness, 
his wisdom and his power are infinite : hence any 
other course than that of obedience to him is fraught 
with extreme guilt and folly, and obviously renders it 
impossible that real prayer should be offered, much 
less answe' 

Moreover, the essential character of sin should be 
perceived, as consisting in self-will rather than sub- 
jection to God’s will. Men are in the habit of classi- 
fying sins from the point of view of the direct injury 
which they may cause to others ; and for the purposes 
of human government and the regulation of society 
this method is admissible and even necessary. Its 
superficial character must, however, always be borne 
in mind ; otherwise people—as is too commonly the 
case—fall into the fatal delusion that so long as fla- 


‘grant offenses against the recognized laws of decency, 


honesty, and good feeling are avoided, the choosing 
of one’s own plans and following out of one’s own 
purposes without direct and imimediate reference to’ 
the will of God is permissible. Multitudes, .alas, do 
not see that true religion must begin at the center of 
their being, and that until they have unreservedly sur- 
rendered. themselves to the will of God, their absti- 
neice from -éertain forms of. wrong: action does not 
really affect the question of their state before him. 
Let it never be forgotten that respectability and true 
religion are two distinct things. A clear answer, there- - 
fore, to the question, ‘‘ What is my heart relationship 
toward God?’’ is needful before an individual can 
stand upon the plane from which true prayer can be 
offered. 

Again, it is not so much a question as to the amount 
of knowledge which a person may possess as the ex- 
tent to which he follows such light as has been given 
him. We find in the Bible more than one instance 
of people with very little light who were commended 
by the Lord for their ‘‘ great faith,’’ and whose 
prayers were answered by him, The prayer of the, 
Syro-Phoenician woman illustrates some important 
points in connection with answered prayer, In the first 
place, her petition was definite ; secondly, it was per- 
sistent ; and last but not_least, it was offered in a hum- 
ble spirit. As she continued in prayer, further light 
was granted to her concerning her real position in the 
sight of God : she was:‘told that, as a Gentile, she had 
no claim to the position and privileges which under 
the Old Covenant appertained to Israel. Instead of 
resenting this she at once meekly accepted a place 
analogous to that of a dog under the children’s table, 
and pled that at least she might be granted the crumbs 
that fell on to the floor. 

This illustrates that important condition of an- 
swered prayer,—a humble spirit before God and man. 
The essence of humility lies in the knowledge of 
our true condition. One of:the most fatal effects of 
sin is to blind us to the real facts about ourselves; we 
fail to perceive our guilty and lost condition in the 
sight of God, and our weakness and limitations in re- 
spect to our fellow-men. The result is that we are 
apt to resent being put in the lowest place; we take 
some credit to ourselves, and thus we are unable to 
find the way to the Throne of Grace.. The fact that 
God is now on the Throne of Grace implies that those 
who approach him must do so on the terms of being 
indebted to his grace,—that is, to his free, forgiving 
love extended to guilty, ruined sinners, on the ground 
of the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ; It will 
be remembered that the main argument of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews is based upon this great truth; the 
writer seeking to comfort the Hebrew Christians—at 
that time greatly dismayed because they were no 
longer allowed to participate in the worship of the | 
temple—points out that for them, as Christians, is 
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. interest with God himself. 
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What Is) Our Assutdnce of Answered Prayer ? 


By D. E.. Hoste; Superintendent of the China Inlarid Mission, Shanghai 


A few followers of Jesus Christ are living in 
richness of life that is open only to those who 
learned how to pray. The great majority of 
fessed Christians have not learned this secret. 
could, if they would; but it is a costly thing 
learn. In this article the keys to the treasure 

turned over to you: will you take them ? 
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provided an order of worship and a means of access 
to the Most High infinitely better than that from 
which they were being excluded. He then shows 
how the sacrifices of the Old Covenant were but types 
and figures of him who ‘* put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself,’ and who now had gone into the presence 
of God «with his own blood,’ once offered on behalf 
of the sins of men. Let.it be repeated that an unre- 
seryed recognition of our guilt before God and of the 
ever-blessed fact that through the shedding of the 
blood of God’s Son upon the cross the question of 
our guilt has been fully and freely met, is greatly con- 
ducive to believing and effectual prayer. Our ac- 
ceptance with God is based upon this, and where 
there is any lack of clearness in regard to it there wilf 
be a corresponding measure of doubt and uncertainty 
as to the acceptance of our prayers by God, 

The Bible also plainly teaches that those who per- 
mit themselves habitually to grieve the Spirit of God 
by thoughts, words, or actions contrary to his will, 
will not obtain answers to their prayers. The lan- 
guage of the fifteenth Psalm, for instance, is explicit 
on this point.. It opens.with the. question, ‘‘ Lord, 
who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle ?’’'—that is, in 
the place where acceptable prayer could be offered. 
And then comes the answer: ‘‘He that walketh up- 
rightly and worketh righteousness, that speaketh truth 
in his heart.. He that slandereth not with his tongue, 


‘nor doeth evil to his friend, ‘nor taketh up a reproach 


against his neighbor.’’ It is.to be feared that sins of 
the tongue lie at the root of a great deal of unan- 
swered prayer. The Chinese hold that their idols are 
displeased with any one who ventures to pray to them 
with a breath defiled with garlic. How much more 
must the High and Holy God be offended by petitions 
issuing from lips tainted with foolish and unkind 
speaking about others ! 

A further condition of effectual prayer is that the 
foremost motive be the glory of God and the extension 
of his Kingdom. The order in which the petitions of 
the Lord’s Prayer have been given us plainly teach 
this: nor is it enough that merely our lips should 
follow this order, but our hearts and lives must be in 
correspondence with it. If our own interests and pleas- 
ures have a foremost place in our minds, then we are 
not in a position really to offer the first and second 
petitions of the Lord’s Prayer. In the Epistle of 
James we read: ‘‘Ye ask, and receive not, because 
ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your 
pleasures.’’ Acceptable prayer can never ascend from 
a self-centered, self-seeking heart. As Christians we 
are called to ‘fellowship with the Father and his Son 
Jesus Christ,’’ that is to say, it is our infinite privilege 
to have; in some real measure, community of aim and 
Much is said in the pres- 
ent day as to the need of wide and extended ideas as 
to our countries’ welfare in the cultivation of patriot- 
ism: men are exhorted to ‘‘think imperially’’ and 
are warned against being governed by selfish, local 
interests. If there is truth and wisdom in these views 
as relating to earthly kingdoms, with how much greater 
cogency do they apply to the supremely important in- 
terests of the church of God upon the earth! Every 
true Christian should regard it as a duty to acquaint 
himself, at all events in outline, with the work of 
spreading God’s Kingdom in every land. He should 
‘*lift up his eyes and look out upon the fields,’’ and 
make a habit of praying regularly for the Lord’s work 
amongst all nations, It is, of course, true that each 
one. of us is called to bear certain responsibilities and 
fulfil certain duties,.which comprise ‘‘the burden of 
the Lord’’ laid upon us individually ; and in the na- 
ture of things it: is necessary that the greater part of 
our prayer and thought should be bestowed upon the 
details of our own individual work. . This; however, 
in no. way interferes.with the privilege and duty of 
maintaining a wide and prayerful outlook. 


There is another aspect of prayer, to which reference 
should now be made. Experience shows that, even 
when the conditions as relating to the individual offer- 
ing it are fulfilled, there is often delay in receiving an 
answer. We learn from the Scriptures that this is 
due to the opposition of Satan and his angels, which 
can only be overcome by patient, persevering prayer. 
In the Book of Daniel we have a striking illustration 
of this truth. We find in the tenth chapter that the 
prophet set himself for three whole weeks to seek the 
Lord on behalf of his people Israel. At the end of 
that time a heavenly messenger addressed to him the fol- 
lowing words, as recorded in the twelfth and thirteenth 
verses : ‘‘ Fear not, Daniel : for from the first day that 
thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chas- 
ten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and 
I am come for thy words ; but the Prince of the king- 
dom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days.”’ 
It is clear that the reference is to some powerful spir- 
itual being, who, for the period mentioned, succeeded 
in preventing the vision being granted to Daniel ; his 
opposition being overcome only through the continued 
prayers of the prophet. In Ephesians 6 : 12, further 
reference is made to this subject in the following 
words : ‘‘ For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but aguinst principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.'’ Christians need to 
recognize that human activities, whether individual or 
collective, are being controlled and directed by spir- 
itual agencies. On the one hand is the Spirit of God, 
dwelling in true believers and seeking to develop in 
them the life and character of Christ, and to accom- 
plish the divine purposes through them, On the 
other hand is Satan, who, with his attendant hosts 
of fallen spirits, is working in and through those 
who are not subject to the Spirit of God. . To 
some this may seem a startling and extravagant state- 
ment; it is, however, plainly taught in the Holy 
Scriptures. In the opening passage of the second 
chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, for instance, 
the following solemn description of those who have 
not been born again is given: ‘‘And you hath he 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins ; 
wherein in time past ye walked according to the Course | 
of this world, according to the prince of the power of. 
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of, 
disobedience.’’ Again, in the First Epistle of John 
(5 : 19), it is stated that ‘*The whole world lieth in 
the wicked one’’; and in the Revelation Satan is 
spoken of as the one who ‘‘deceiveth the whole 
world.’” There should be a practical recognition of 
the fact that the hosts of darkness are in very deed 
and truth withstanding us, and that unless we do our 
part in persevering supplication, we shall not win the 
victory. The same principle holds good, whether in 
regard to intercession for the Lord's work as a whole 
or to particular difficulties confronting us in our indi- 
vidual life and work. David's confidence in going 
forth against Goliath and accomplishing deliverance 
for the whole of Israel was based upon actual experi- 
ence of the Lord’s power in overcoming difficulties in 
connection with his obscure duties at home. 

Another reason for unanswered prayer is that some- 
times an upright and disinterested individual may be 
mistaken as to what is really the highest good and the 
most desirable issue in relation to a particular set of 
circumstances. Moses praying to be permitted to 
enter the land of Canaan, and Paul beseeching that 
the ‘‘thorn in the flesh’’ might be removed from 
him, are cases of this. The Lord’s ways are not as 
our ways, and the one who would succeed in prayer 
must have an ever-deepening consciousness that he is 
not sufficient of himself to think or plan anything as 
of himself. 

Finally, it must be stated that in order to obtain 
victories through prayer it is needful that time be 
carefully set apart for its exercise. It is sadly common 
for the Holy Spirit to be grieved and the power of the 
Lord on behalf of his children to be hindered, through 
the sin of slackness and sloth in this vital matter of “ 
daily spending time in prayer and intercession with 
thanksgiving. Nothing will make up for shortcoming 
in this respect. The only way to become proficient 
in prayer is to spend much time praying. 
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They have been captured, and to-day the Christian 
mind hardly knows how to settle any matter on its 
deep spiritual merits, because there are so many peo- 
ple who are undoubtedly nice people, who are not 
heathen and are not vicious, and yet who have no 
' sympathy with the rugged works that Christianity has 
been commissioned to do, and who continually stand 
in their way. It is.so hard to realize that nice people 
may be wrong, that they can be utterly wrong, that 
they can gracefully and decently and quietly do the 
worst things and bring to pass the worst possible situ- 
ation. “As a second point let us remember that nice 
people are no criterion by which to judge about 
eternal truth, and that, so far as their niceness 
goes, this by itself gives no guarantee that it will 
not ally itself with the worst and most serious false- 
hoods. 

A third consideration which throws a good deal of 
light on the present situation is that people nowadays 
have taken to getting their beliefs from literature 
rather than from the Bible. Dr. Munger called at- 
tention to this tendency some years ago. Getting 
their start and all that they know about religion orig- 
inally from the Scriptures, they have proceeded to 
develop them on their own account. Poets have 
come to mean more to us than prophets, and, deriv- 
ing their inspiration more and more from each other 
instead of from the great source of the Word of God, 
the variations and the second-handedness have gone 
on developing until one can find no persistent and 
consistent teaching from literature alone, even though 
it be the best. And because we have discovered that 
the Scriptures were always cast in a literary form, and 
have become a little proud of our discovery that the 
Bible is literature, we have flown to the shallow and 
unsafe conclusion that literature is a Bible, and that 
we may read either Bible we choose. Since the 
prophets were writers, we are tempted to believe that 
almost any writer is a prophet, and that God means 
for us to listen to him. Literature has become a 
jungle, and the jungle is full of what seem to be 
paths. They lead a little way, but they fade and we 


cannot follow them out. The’ Bible is a literature, - 


but it is not ajungle. Its paths lead somewhere. 
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They all conv and center and head up into one 
great Head and center. Paul describes our whole 
present mischief where he speaks of men as ‘‘ not 


Sulding Ac ihe been 2 eat oe eat in to - 
our religion from the place where 


get our beliefs 
we got it first will this centrifugal habit of our pres- 
ent-day religion be ch 


In the fourth place, it iS orth  wlicing that there © 


is a very current and shallow and way in 
which pedple explain thesé exuberant and popular 
substitutes for Christian faith, How many times we 
hear people say of them that they seem to make it 
clear that there is something people’ want which they 
are not getting from Christianity. They feel that 
these cults are significant. They seem to represent a 
deep spiritual hunger and unrest. There is something 
people want which they are not getting. Perhaps 
these semi-religions will show us what it is. 

But the note of all great religious advance is found 
not in what people want, but in what God wants of 
them. And there we strike the fundamental differ- 
ence between Christianity and these religions of a 
day. The note of obedience is seldom sounded, 


There is no cross in them. Religion is to be achieved. 


with lower costs. But when we begin to try to find 
out what God wants we shall find the satisfaction of 
every real want we can possibly have. 

And last of all, Christianity has made a rich soil in 
which all sorts of seeds will grow as well as the right 
kind. Men do not get up these sudden and easy re- 
ligions where there is no Christianity at all. The 
parasite comes where something is already prepared 
for it to grow wpon ; and sometimes parasites are the 
most beautiful things in the world, while the trunk 
upon which they fasten and grow may look brown 
and uncomely. But what little ephemeral life they 
have all comes from preying upon and borrowing 
from the strength which has been organized through 
that same rugged and homely trunk. Let us not be 
captivated by the counterfeits of our own best posses- 
sions. The Christian of to-day needs to be tested, 
and is being tested, by the question whether he is 
great enough to know wher he has the greatest thing 
in the world in his possession. 
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Are God’s Ways Puzzling ? 

Until man has God's work to do and place to 
fill, there is no need of man’s understanding the 
reasons for all that God has done. Yet it often is not 
difficult to get a sufficient glimpse of God's reasons 
to satisfy our inquiring minds. A New Jersey reader 
seeks light on two oft-discussed questions when she 
writes : 

Please try to explain God's apparent insincerity in Genesis 
22: 2 [when God told Abraham to offer Isaac for a burnt 
offering]. 

And why did God leave the ‘‘man after his own heart," 
David, to fall into the sins in a Samuel 24 and 2 Samuel 11 : 4? 

There was not even any apparent insincerity in 
God's telling Abraham to offer Isaac for a burnt- 
offering. God wanted Abraham to do exactly that : 
offer Isaac for a burnt-offering ; and Abraham did 
exactly as God asked ; and when Abraham had done 
all that God had asked, God stopped Abraham from 
going further. It is nowhere stated that God asked 
Abraham to burn Isaac, or to kill Isaac, but only to 
offer Isaac. Excavations in Palestine have shown, 
from the bones of infants, that infant-sacrifice was 
practised by the Canaanites, It is reasonable to un- 
derstand that God wished to see whether Abraham 
was willing to sacrifice as much for Ais deity, Jeho- 
vah, as he (Abraham) saw his idolatrous neighbors 
sacrificing for their pagan deities. Abraham met the 
test, and he and God kept entire faith with each other. 

David was a man after God’s own heart, not because 
-he was sinless, but because, being free to sin, he held 
true throughout his life to God as his only God, and 
did not fall into the sin that wrecked the lives of so 
many other leaders of Israel, and finally of the nation 
itself: idolatry, or treason to God as the supreme 
and only God. David would not have been a man 
after God's own heart unless David had been free to 
sin ; for character does not come from being unable 
to sin, but from free-will victory over sin. That 
seems to be one reason why God permits sin : be- 
cause, if we are to share his. nature and gain the 
highest blessings that he can give us, we must seek 
his aid in conquering sin, rather than be kept by 
him, against our will, from sinning. 
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The Activity of Faith 
It cannot be pointed out too often that the belief 
in Christ which makes lives over is something vastly 


more than an intellectual assent to truth. A Penn- 
sylvania pastor, commenting on a discussion of faith 
that appeared in these columns, expresses some 
needed truths when he writes : 


It is one of the great weaknesses of the English language 
that we have no common verb corresponding to the noun 


**faith.'' The verb usnally used is the word ‘' believe."’ The 
sentence, ‘‘I have faith in Christ as Saviour,’’ is much 
stronger than, ‘‘I believe in Christ as Saviour’’; for 


**believe,"’ through common usage, may mean mere mental 
knowledge, opinion, or anything down to common specula- 
tion. A better verb is the word ‘‘ apprehend,’’ as used by 
Paul in Philippians 3 : 12, 13 (Authorized Version), meaning, 
‘*to lay hold of,"’ ‘to grasp.’ Thus Christian faith is an 
active, not a passive, ene ; it must needs mere eee 
even Christ, as a personal appropriation, to effective. 
Faith is the bridge thrown across the chasm of doubt over 
which the soul walks into the land of confident assurance upon 
the other side. 


*« What are you going to do about it ?’’ is the ques- 
tion that ought to confront every one who professes to 
believe in Christ ; for the belief that is a mere passive 
assent is not belief at all in the Gospel sense. The 
one who professes to believe must acé, if he is to gain 
Christ and the life-changing blessings and power that 
can come only from Christ. It is interesting to note 
the twofold way in which Paul uses that verb ‘‘to 
lay hold on,’’ in the passage cited by the correspon- 
dent. Paul crowds his characteristic dynamic and 
strenuous vigor into the statement, ‘‘I press on, if so 
be that I may lay hold’’; and then he explains what 
it is he is striving to lay hold on : ‘‘On that for which 
also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus.’’ In other 
words, if Paul had faith in Jesus, so also Jesus had 
faith in Paul; and both Paul and Jesus were actively 
and in faith reaching out after and laying hold upon 
each other. So Jesus has faith in you and me, and 
in every one to whom he offers himself as Saviour, 
and there could be no saving faith on our part toward 
him unless his faith reached out in omnipotence to 
lay hold on us, 

Dr. Robert F. Horton of London, in a wonderfully 
helpful little book on «‘ The Triumphant Life,'’ shows 
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what John’s idea of belief in Jesus Christ was, and 
strongly emphasizes this same element of pos 
ira in Jou ts a > It is not be- 
/ /a having be nee tis not 
lieving this « eaatient him, the intellectual side of 
, Ss emeti 
. ee «It is com . " 2. 
him, the Way, the a. and the Life, the actual 
personal committal to him as a Living Being, as a 
Real Person and a Real Presence.’’ Speaking of 
this Christian belief as something 
ferent from mere belief of the Bible, or of the Creed, 


or of the doctrine of the Atonement, or even from 
belief in the existence of Christ, which many have 


without having gained eternal life, Dr. Horton makes — 


a simple, earnest appeal in this searching question : 
**I wonder if you know what it is, this act of self- 
committal to the invisible Jesus; the simple trust in 
him as the Lord of Life and Love, this act—continued, 
repeated if you will, but yet an act—an act quick, 
decisive, determiined—this act of believing in him 


which brings you at once the quiet assurance of eter- — 


nal life. I wonder if you have that Faith and have 
that Life.’’ Ly 
ya 


Sunday-School Gambling or Betting 

The questions on gambling that have been asked 
this year by readers of The Sunday School Times 
have necessitated careful thinking on the subject, and 
the discussions of it in this department have been 
well worth while. Now an Oregon reader comes with 
an interesting application of the question : 

I have been much interested in your ideas.of what gamblin 
is. I would like to knew whether, if two children ‘‘draw cuts** 
to see who will bring a pail of water, that is gambling? 
Wouldn't the work be the stake? Again, if two Suihas-echeol 
classes engage in a contest to see which will. have the biggest 
average attendance for a quarter, and the defeated class is to 
entertain the other class in some way, would it be gambling ? 

Gambling is the staking, or risking, of something 
of value upon the outcome of an uncertain event. Both 
cases cited, therefore, are acts of gambling. Each of 
the two stakes is equivalent to a bet: The work done 
in the bringing of a pail of water is, as pointed out, 
the stake, or the value which is bet upon the result of 


the drawing of.‘‘cuts,'’,..The entertainment furnished... 


by the defeated Sunday-school class in an attendance 


_ contest is the stake, or bet, which is risked upon the 


outcome of the contest. Such an agreement is plain, 
old-fashioned gambling, and had better be omitted 
hereafter from Sunday-schools that do not: wish to 
cultivate the gambling spirit. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


LMIGHTY GOD, Lord of all worlds, we praise thee for 
the minuteness of thy ministries to thy smallest creatures ; 
for thy care of the sparrow ; for thy breath upon the 

trees, which makes them live, and give shade, and bear fruit ; 
for the sunlight which turns darkness into day and calls all thy 
creatures to the joy and activity.of the morning. Chief of all, 
we bless thee for the revelation of thyself to us in Jesus Christ 
as our Father, Redeemer, and Portion, making us sharers in 
thy life and thy possessions, partakers of eternal health and 
youth, and partners in the task of conveying all this to our 
fellow-men. Lord, thy gifts are so many and so great! For- 
ive us if sometimes we magnify some one small part and 
ignore the rest. Correct our misconceptions, Teach us in all 
its breadth and power what the life and death of Jesus Christ 
means for us. Show us what his miracles signify. Show us 
how to wield his power in blessing the souls and bodies of men. 
Keep us from rending asunder what God hath thus joined 
together, Pour larger gifts into the hands of those who wait 
upon the sick or minister to the defective. Bless all physicians 
and nurses with a share of thy skill and devotion. Let the 
trace of God abound in the work of hospitals and health 
ards, in ministries to the deaf, the blind, the defective child, 
the insane, the leper: in every legitimate effort made to re- 
duce the bulk of human misery and the wear and tear of life. 
Make us, one by one, duly careful of that physical frame in 
which thou hast encased our immortal being, and with which 
thou hast so closely allied it. Constrain us to close and bar 
the doors against all inhumanity, all recklessness, or folly, or 
paralyzing doubt and gloom and fear, and to open them wide 
to all joy and truth and peace ; to keep heart and nerve sensi- 
tive to every touch of the divine and every whisper of our God, 
and keen to feel every sorrow of man and every peril that 
threatens human welfare. . «« Make us both considerate of the 
ailing. and conscientious in effort to prevent and cure sickness. 
0:4, Withal, and chief of all, cure our souls of sin, and spread 
iritual health among the nations. Let us no longer with 
bloody hands sacrifice conscience to gold and holiness to fleet- 
ing pleasure. Oh, grant 8s revival of moral earnestness, of 
spiritual absorption and elevation, of social conscience, of con- 
suming concera for the real welfare of men, of self-forgetfulness 
in service. Show us each what we yt do, and constrain us 
to do just that to the utmost. Let there be no stinginess in 
our living for others, no haggling for heaven at little cost, no 
crucifixion of our Lord afresh on the altar of prejudice and 
self-complacency. Make us willing to learn more of thee and 
thy way ; eager to listen to thy voice in the news of to-day as 
pocaaeye | the Eternal Word ; sensitive to thy presence in 
=" fairs, and close companions with thee in our daily 
“ : 
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Ses essential point in regard to prayer is that it 


should ebtain an answer. To this. end it is . 


needful that certain conditions should be recog- 
nized and fulfilled, as laid down in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Amongst these a foremost one is that there 
should be an honest subjection to the will of God so 
far as the individual knows it. It is to be feared that 
many fail to receive answers to their prayers through 
a lack of clearness and definiteness in regard to this 
point. On reflection, all must admit that complete 
submission to the Supreme Being is the only reason- 
able attitude on the part of any of his creatures. He 
is perfect in all his attributes ; his love, his goodness, 
his wisdom and his power are infinite : hence any 
other course than that of obedience to him is fraught 
with extreme guilt and folly, and obviously renders it 
impossible that real prayer should be offered, much 
less answered. 

Moreover, the essential character of sin should be 
perceived, as consisting in self-will rather than sub- 
jection to God’s will. Men are in the habit of classi- 
fying sins from the point of view of the direct injury 
which they may cause to others ; and for the purposes 
of human government and the regulation of society 
this method is admissible and even necessary. Its 
superficial character must, however, always be borne 
in mind ; otherwise people—as is too commonly the 
case—fall into the fatal delusion that so long as fla- 
grant offenses against the recognized laws of decency, 
honesty, and good feeling are avoided, the choosing 
of one’s own plans and following out of one’s own 


purposes without direct and immediate reference to’ 


the will of God is permissible. Multitudes, .alas, do 
not see that true religion must begin at the center of 
their being, and that until they have unreservedly sur- 
rendered. themselves to: the will of God, their absti- 
neice from certain forms of: wrong action does not 
really affect the question of their state before him. 
Let it never be forgotten that respectability and true 
religion are two distinct things. A clear answer, there- 
fore, to the question, ‘‘ What is my heart relationship 
toward God?’’ is needful before an individual can 
stand upon the plane from which true prayer can be 
offered, 

Again, it is not so much a question as to the amount 
of knowledge which a person may possess as the ex- 
tent to which he follows such light as has been given 
him. We find in the Bible more than one instance 
of people with very little light who were commended 
by the Lord for their ‘‘great faith,’ and whose 
prayers were answered by him. The prayer of the, 
Syro-Pheenician woman illustrates some important 
points in connection with answered prayer, In the first 
place, her petition was definite ; secondly, it was per- 
sistent ; and last but not_least, it was offered in a hum- 
ble spirit. As she continued in prayer, further light 
was granted to her concerning her real position in the 
sight of God : she was:told that, as a Gentile, she had 
no claim to the position and privileges which under 
the Old Covenant appertained to Israel. Instead of 
resenting this she at once meekly accepted a place 
analogous to that of a dog under the children’s table, 
and pled that at least she might be granted the crumbs 
that fell on to the floor. 

This illustrates that important condition of an- 
swered prayer,—a humble spirit before God and man. 
The essence of humility lies in the knowledge of 
our true condition. One of the most fatal effects of 
sin is to blind us to the real facts about ourselves; we 
fail to perceive our guilty and lost condition in the 
sight of God, and our weakness and limitations in re- 
spect to our fellow-men. The result is that we are 
apt to resent being put in the lowest place ; we take 
some credit to ourselves, and thus we are unable to 
find the way to the Throne of Grace.. The fact that 
God is now on the Throne of Grace implies that those 
who approach him must do so on the terms of being 
indebted to his grace,—that is, to his free, forgiving 
love extended to guilty, ruined sinners, on the ground 
of the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ; It will 
be remembered that the main argument of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews is based upon this great truth; the 
writer seeking to comfort the Hebrew Christians—at 
that time greatly dismayed because they were no 


longer allowed to participate in the worship of the | 


temple—points out that for them, as Christians, is 


Pee ne a AS enh nd 6 nin ee ee on epee om 


. interest with God himself. 
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What Is» Our Assutance of Answered Prayer ? 


By D. E.. Hoste; Superintendent of the China Inland Mission, Shanghai 





A few followers of Jesus Christ are living in the 
richness of life that is open only to those who have 
learned how to pray. The great majority of pro- 
fessed Christians have not learned this secret. All 
could, if they would; but it is a costly thing tc 
learn. In this article the keys to the treasure are 
turned over to you: will you take them ? 








provided an order of worship and a means of access 
to the Most High infinitely better than that from 
which they were being excluded. He then shows 
how. the sacrifices of the Old Covenant were but types 
and figures of him who ‘‘ put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself,’ and who now had gone into the presence 
of God «‘ with his own blood,’’ once offered on behalf 
of the sins of men. Let-it be repeated that an unre- 
seryed recognition of our guilt before God and of the 
ever-blessed fact that through the shedding of the 
blood of God’s Son upon the cross the question of 
our guilt has been fully and freely met, is greatly con- 
ducive to believing and effectual prayer. Our ac- 
ceptance with God is based upon this, and where 
there is any lack of clearness in regard to it there wilf 
be a corresponding measure of doubt and uncertainty 
as to the acceptance of our prayers by God. 

The Bible also plainly teaches that those who per- 
mit themselves habitually to grieve the Spirit of God 
by thoughts, words, or actions contrary to his will, 
will not obtain answers to their prayers. The lan- 
guage of the fifteenth Psalm, for instance, is explicit 
on this point.. It opens. with the. question, ‘* Lord, 
who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle ?’’—that is, in 
the place where acceptable prayer could be offered. 
And then comes the answer: ‘‘He that walketh up- 
rightly and worketh righteousness, that speaketh truth 
in his heart.. He that slandereth not with his tongue, 


‘nor doeth evil to his friend, ‘nor taketh up a reproach 


against his neighbor.’’ It is to be feared that’sins of 
the tongue lie at the root of a great deal of unan- 
swered prayer. The Chinese hold that their idols are 
displeased with any one who ventures to pray to them 
with a breath defiled with garlic. How much more 
must the High and Holy God be offended by petitions 
issuing from lips tainted with foolish and unkind 
speaking about others ! 

A further condition of effectual prayer is that the 
foremost motive be the glory of God and the extension 
of his Kingdom. The order in which the petitions of 
the Lord’s Prayer have been given us plainly teach 
this: nor is it enough that merely our lips should 
follow this order, but our hearts and lives must be in 
correspondence with it. If our own interests and pleas- 
ures have a foremost place in our minds, then we are 
not in a position really to offer the first and second 
petitions of the Lord’s Prayer. In the Epistle of 
James we read : ‘‘ Ye ask, and receive not, because 
ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your 
pleasures.’’ Acceptable prayer can never ascend from 
a self-centered, se!f-seeking heart. As Christians we 
are called to ‘‘ fellowship with the Father and his Son 
Jesus Christ,’’ that is to say, it is our infinite privilege 
to have; in some real measure, community of aim and 
Much is said in the pres- 
ent day as to the need of wide and extended ideas as 
to our countries’ welfare in the cultivation of patriot- 
ism ; men are exhorted to ‘‘think imperially’’ and 
are warned against being governed by selfish, local 
interests. If there is truth and wisdom in these views 
as relating to earthly kingdoms, with how much greater 
cogency do they apply to the supremely important in- 
terests of the church of God upon the earth! Every 
true Christian should regard it as a duty to acquaint 
himself, at all events in outline, with the work of 
spreading God’s Kingdom in every land. He should 
‘*lift up his eyes and look out upon the fields,’’ and 
make.a habit of praying regularly for the Lord’s work 
amongst all nations. It is, of course, true that each 
one. of us is called to bear certain responsibilities and 
fulfil certain duties,.which comprise ‘‘the burden of 
the Lord’’ laid upon us individually ; and in the na- 
ture of things it is necessary that the greater part of 
our prayer and thought should be bestowed upon the 
details of our own individual work. . This; however, 
in no. way interferes.with the privilege and duty of 
maintaining a wide and prayerful outlook. 


There is another aspect of prayer, to which reference 
should now be made. Experience shows that, even 
when the conditions as relating to the individual offer- 
ing it are fulfilled, there is often delay in receiving an 
answer. We learn from the Scriptures that this is 
due to the opposition of Satan and his angels, which 
can only be overcome by patient, persevering prayer. 
In the Book of Daniel we have a striking illustration 
of this truth, We find in the tenth chapter that the 
prophet set himself for three whole weeks to seek the 
Lord on behalf of his people Israel. At the end of 
that time a heavenly messenger addressed to him the fol- 
lowing words, as recorded in the twelfth and thirteenth 
verses : ‘‘ Fear not, Daniel : for from the first day that 
thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chas- 
ten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and 
I am come for thy words ; but the Prince of the king- 
dom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days."’ 
It is clear that the reference is to some powerful spir- 
itual being, who, for the period mentioned, succeeded 
in preventing the vision being granted to Daniel ; his 
opposition being overcome only through the continued 
prayers of the prophet. In Ephesians 6 : 12, further 
reference is made to this subject in the following 
words ; ‘‘ For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but aguinst principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.'' Christians need to 
recognize that human activities, whether individual or 
collective, are being controlled and directed by spir- 
itual agencies. On the one hand is the Spirit of God, 
dwelling in true believers and seeking to develop in 
them the life and character of Christ, and to accom- 
plish the divine purposes through them. On the 
other hand is Satan, who, with his attendant hosts 
of fallen spirits, is working in and through those 
who are not subject to the Spirit of God. To 
some this may seem a startling and extravagant state- 
ment; it is, however, plainly taught in the Holy 
Scriptures, In the opening passage of the second 
chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, for instance, 
the following solemn description of those who have 
not been born again is given: ‘‘And you hath he 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins ; 
wherein in time past ye walked according to the Course 
of this world, according to the prince of the power of, 
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of | 
disobedience.’’ Again, in the First Epistle of John 
(5 : 19), it is stated that ‘* The whole world lieth in 
the wicked one’’; and in the Revelation Satan is 
spoken of as the one who ‘‘deceiveth the whole 
world.’’ There should be a practical recognition of 
the fact that the hests of darkness are in very deed 
and truth withstanding us, and that unless we do our 
part in persevering supplication, we shall not win the 
victory. The same principle holds good, whether in 
regard to intercession for the Lord's work as a whole 
or to particular difficulties confronting us in our indi- 
vidual life and work. David's confidence in going 
forth against Goliath and accomplishing deliverance 
for the whole of Israel was based upon actual experi- 
ence of the Lord’s power in overcoming difficulties in 
connection with his obscure duties at home. 

Another reason for unanswered prayer is that some- 
times an upright and disinterested individual may be 
mistaken as to what is really the highest good and the 
most desirable issue in relation to a particular set of 
circumstances. Moses praying to be permitted to 
enter the land of Canaan, and Paul beseeching that 
the ‘‘thorn in the flesh’’ might be removed from 
him, are cases of this. The Lord’s ways are not as 
our ways, and the one who would succeed in prayer 
must have an ever-deepening consciousness that he is 
not sufficient of himself to think or plan anything as 
of himself. 

Finally, it must be stated that in order to obtain 
victories through prayer it is needful that time be 
carefully set apart for its exercise. It is sadly common 
for the Holy Spirit to be grieved and the power of the 
Lord on behalf of his children to be hindered, through 
the sin of slackness and sloth in this vital matter of * 
daily spending time in prayer and intercession with 
thanksgiving. Nothing will make up for shortcoming 
in this respect. The only way to become proficient 
in prayer is to spend much time praying. 

SHANGHAI, CHINA, 
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Vll, HER RELATION TO THE CHURCH 


HE girl in her teens, in common with all human- 
ity, needs the upward F tar Fresh air, suitable 
clothing, nourishing , 80 desirable in all 

stages of her development, become, we have seen, an 
absolute necessity during her teens. If not supplied, 
her whole future is doomed to pay the penalty ; and 
unless during the od of the awakening and 
strengthening of id a steady, uplifting, spiritual- 
izing force has a definite influence upon the rapidly 
changing and developing forces of her nature, the 
chances are that her whole future will pay the price 
neglect always demands. The steady upward pull is 
a necessity. 

There are so many things in life that furnish the 
downward pull. Even the more fortunate girl who 
lives in her own home and spends the greater part of 
each day in the enlarging atmosphere of a good pub- 
lic school feels the downward pull. In the most 
carefully selected of select schools, the girl guarded 
every moment feels the downward pull of the petty, 
selfish, and mean. The girl in her teens hard at 
work among the world's toilers is painfully conscious 
of it in one or more of its many forms, 

In the struggle between the higher and the lower— 
the upward and the downward ctr J finds 
its growth and development. If there is no struggle 
there is no strength. The girl in her teens does not 
know all this—her teacher does, and puts forth all 
her effort to strengthen the upward pull. 


Where Shall We Find the Upward Pull? 


As we study and observe the girl in her develop- 
ment one question persistently follows us : To what 
shall we look for this upward pull? There are many 
answers’: the home, the school; friends, good envi- 
ronment, the church, With the last we are especially 
concerned, ss 

Even the most open and avowed enemy of the 
church of to-day would not hesitate to place it defi- 
nitely on the side of the upward pull. Its history, 
teachings, and ideals, like its spires, point upward. 
It says reverently and steadily toa world of busy men 
so much engaged in the rush for mere things that they 
find. it easy to forget all else, two simple, tremen- 
dously significant words—God is, It says persist- 
ently, above the struggle for power through possessions, 
—‘‘ Truth, Righteousness, Justice, Love, these alone 
méan happiness,’’ and at some time during his prog- 
ress from childhood to old age man stops to listen. 
The most natural and effective time to stop is during 
the early teens. 

Of course the church, being made up of humanity, 
has its weaknesses. As an upward pulling force it is 
not perfect. Nothing is. Its most loyal friends are 
the ones most conscious of its faults and failures. Its 
members feel its weakness more keenly than the out- 
side world possibly can, just as the members of a 
family feel more deeply than the outside world the 
weakness and failures of its members in any partic- 
ular. 

But in spite of its errors of creed, its lack, in many 
cases, of authority and initiative, and its temptation 
to sbun real problems, yet the members do feel the 
power of its upward pull, and the community in gen- 
eral is conscious of it. To place the girl in her teens 
where she will feel most strongly the lifting power of 
the church is the business of her parents and teachers. 

In the average community the girl has been more 
or less in contact with the church from her earliest 
years. - Her estimation of its value, its purpose and 
power, has been built up through the years by what 
she has heard parents, companions and teachers say 
of it. It is a refuge for the weak, a company of peo- 
ple who think themselves better than others, a re- 
spectable moral organization through which men 
climb to higher social planes, a necessary guardian of 
good in the community ; or, the visible expression of 
the religion of Jesus Christ, the highest and most 
potent force in the world to-day for the conversion 
and uplifting of mankind, according to the general 
opinion of those in her immediate environment. 

As she approaches her teens, if her parents are not 
church people, through the influence of the Sunday 
school of which she is a member she usually becomes 
a more or less regular attendant upon the services of 
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the church, If her teacher is wise she does:all in 
her power to establish the habit of church attendance. 
If the pastor has a thought and a word for the younger 
members of his congregation the girl is interested, 
helped, and responds according to her tem ent. 

About the time she enters her teens, if she is a 
Sunday-school girl she has had, through Decision 
Day or in answer to the direct question of her pastor 
or teacher, the opportunity of saying, ‘‘I chodse to 
be a Christian.'’ If her teaching has been careful 
and wise she will know what being a Christian should 
mean to a girl of thirteen, and she will make the 
choice gladly and of her own free will. Before she 
is sixteen she will have met the question of her direct 
relation to the church. Shall she join it in its work 
in the world? If ‘‘joining the church"’ is made the 
simple, sincere matter that it really is, the average 
girl responds ‘easily and earnestly. Only those who 
year after year have helped girls of fourteen to sixteen 
decide to take the step can know the genuine, loving, 
devotec spirit in which they come to their decisions, 

Through the weeks of instruction that follow the 
decision, when the girl learns, under her pastor's or 
teacher's direction, the history of the church, the de- 
velopment of her own denomination, and the state- 
mert of its creed, all in simplest terms, with oppor- 
tunity to ask questions, the work the church has 
done and is actually doing for the poor and outcast, 
the rich and careless, her admiration for it deepens, 
and all the love and devotion of her girl-heart goes 
out to Him whose wonderful life and sacrifice have 
inspired ordinary men and women to live in the world 
as real Christians. : 

After such instruction, when the Sunday comes on 
which she is to publicly unite with the church, she 
knows what she is doing and why. She knows as 
fully as any one can what she believes, for belief is a 
growth, and life and experience always modify it. 
The mystery of the communion service is to her as 
clear as it is to any of us, and she prays as truly and 
sincerely as the oldest and wisest. 

How much of uplift to her whole life her act has 
been can be known only to those who year after year 
have walked home with her after the service, received 
her notes so full of joy, and watched her effort to live 
in the weeks that follow. 

So far in the relation of the church to the religious 
and spiritual development of the girl the steps have 
been successive, natural, and easy, but now the hard 
part comes. 

After Joining the Church—What? 

She is on Monday, after uniting with the church, 
the same girl that she was on Saturday, before 
doing so, If she had a bad temper, she has it 
still ; if she was easily tempted to be insincere, selfish, 
sarcastic, careless, unkind, the characteristics are with 
her still, She has simply placed herself on the side 
of the upward pull, and every one of us who comes 
in contact with her should watch the struggle, never 
with condemnation and criticism, but always with 
sympathy and assistance. 

Here is where the church so often fails. Having 
joined the church she is ever after expected to be 
good. ‘* The girl has joined the church, all is done,"’ 
is a false and fatal conclusion. 

I have been watching with real interest a young 
girl who, after a most happy engagement, a beautiful 
wedding, a delightful continental trip, is learning to 
live in the prosaic every day. She had forgotten that 
it is always there waiting for us. In her great uplift 
and happiness little things had not made her as 
angry as before, but she found out what could happen 
when ‘“‘H ** forgot to order the cream for the 
dinner party where all her friends were present for 
the first time in her new home. After her outburst 
of anger she was so discouraged that she was tempted 
to think the whole thing was a mistake, and she could 
never be happy again. She had not reckoned with 
herself. ‘The plain details of everyday living reveal 
one to himself. He finds he cannot live in the 
clouds, and that the art of living harmoniously and 
finely in the valley must be learned, and it takes 
time. 

The girl in her teens after uniting with the church 
and experiencing the uplift and stimulus must come 
back to the every day. 
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The Girl in Her Teens: 


By Margaret Slattery. 


so often thinks that she will «‘ never feel angry again."’ 
She does, and with the failure to control herself or 
the "on yielding to her special temptation comes 
the feeling of utter discouragement. She is not good 
enough to be a member of the church, and it was a 
mistake. She needs help—her mother or teacher— 
to make her see that even a deep love cannot in a 
moment overcome a quick temper, nor uniting with 
the church overcome the habit of the unkind word 
and selfish act. It will give her comfort and courage 


to know that one becomes a real Christian by suc- © 


cessive steps, and it will take all her life to accom- 
plish the task. 

The first thing a young member of the church 
needs to help her become what we want her to be, a 
sane, natural, happy girl, interested in, enjoying and 
loving all the things that belong to the normal girl in 
her teens, is work. . 

She must have something to do, for unless the 
emotions are given a sane, legitimate outlet, she may 
come to the fatal conclusion that religion is a thing 
apart from life, or there may follow a lowering of 
ideals, or the morbid introspection common to girls 
in their teens, but which the Christian girl should 
escape. 

So we may direct her thoughts from herself to her 
companions. It is she who can establish a bond of 
interest between the other girl and the church. She 
can bring the other girl under its influence, and help 
her see what it stands for in the world, 


“ Whatever It Is, I Want It” 


**No,”’ said a girl to me at a conference not long 
since, ‘‘it isn’t any of the speakers, or the books, or 
sermons that have interested me ; it is just-Edith and 
Alice. They are such splendid girls, and they just 
love: the ‘church and all the work they are doing. 
They are having such good times, and are truly happy. 
I want to understand it. Whatever it is I want it.” 
I have heard scores of girls say it in varying phrase. 
ology. One girl influences another more than we 
can, so we may set her at work with her companions. 

But that is not work enough—and it is too indefi- 
nite. She must have a part in the mission work, the 
social work, be interested in the sick and unfortunate, 
and learn now while in her teens that the business of 
the church is to care about the lonely women, the 
toiling women and their children, the little, narrow, 
self-centered ones, and those who find it hard to be 
good, just as its Lord and Master cared. Nothing is 
more encouraging to those who love the church than 
a large number of bright, attractive, natural girls, on 
whose hearts and lives this great truth is beginning to 
make an impression which must find expression. 

The second thing necessary to the right develop- 
ment of the girl in her teens is ideal Christian women 
in the church of which she is a member. The women 
of the church, from those a little older than herself 
up to those who for many years have been its sup- 
port, must show to her what it means to be a Chris- 
tian woman in the church, community, and home. 
Alas for those girls who see that it means only attend- 
ance upon the services of the church when perfectly 
convenient, and minister and choir are entirely satis- 
factory! Alas for those girls who see that it means 
little more than a comfortable sense of respectability 
and social opportunity ! 

Fortunate are those girls who in their, early teens 
see among the church members scores of sane, true, 
large-hearted women, interested in every need, anx- 
ious to help, and willing to serve in every way that 
time and means will permit. 

The church of whose women the girl in her teens, | 
watching with her keen eye, can say in her ardent 
way, ‘‘I'd rather be like Mrs. than any one I 
know—she is perfectly lovely,’’ is of real value as an 
uplifting, vitalizing force in the world. 

The girl in her teens needs the church to furnish 
the upward pull, and there is need of greater effort to 
bring her into contact with it. 

The church needs the girl in her teens with all the 
intensity of her power of devotion and genuineness ot 
her love ; with all the strength of her emotions so 
easily turned under right conditions toward the best 
things in life. 

FitTcupurc, Mass. 
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What to Do on Rally Day 


Methods and Plans for Arousing the 


Whole 









Church 





Need of Early Preparation 


T LEAST one month, but better two months or 
more, before Rally Day, is the best time to ap- 
point a competent Rally Day committee, which 


gy 


should make several prelimin reports. The fol- 
lowing would be a good scheme for the most effective 
results : 


Two weeks before Rally Day. 
1. Report of committee with full details of plans and 


rogram. 

2. Mecting of all officers and teachers : 
(a) For conference and instruction. 
(6) For earnest prayer. 

3. General announcement of Rally Day. 


One week before Rally Day. 


1. Meeting of officers and teachers : 
(a) For a conference with a view to reaching every 
scnae Y with a persone! request to be present on 
Rall 
(4) For a definite prayer that there might be secured 
to the school just what Rally Day is designed to 
accomplish. 

2. (a) Supervision of the program to see that every de- 

tail is fixed. 
(4) Inspection, to : see that every one knows what 
is expected of him, and is prepared to do it. 

On Rally Day. 

1, The program : 

(2) Should contain special-singing. (1) by the school, 
(2) by individuals. 

(4) Some special exercises participated in by mem- 
bers of the school, particularly the younger mem- 
bers in whom parents and older scholars would have 
interest and pride, 

(c) Address by some adult member of the school, 

outlining in a concise, interesting, and enthusiastic 
manner the. work of the school and the plans for the 
fall and winter, so as to secure general support and 
co-operation. 

(¢@) An address by a visitor, selected with a view to 
capacity to interest and instruct the Junior and 
Intermediate grades. (If he can do this he will 
gain at intervals the Lagtasin of the Primary grade, 
and at the same time interest the Senior and Adult 
classes.) 

2. Routine and cletical work should be reduced as much 
as possible, and made unobtrusive. (Do not lose hold 
on the program and school by the mistake of giving 
time to mark attendance and take offering. ) 


Final words, 

1, The superintendent must be acquainted with the plan 
and program, so that everything moves without delay 
or hitch, on the principle, ‘‘ Something doing every 
minute, ‘and that something worth while.’ 

2. The superintendent must know with a personal knowl- 
edge that every item is fully prepared and will go as 
planned. 

3. Interest to make the day a success cannot be aroused 
by desk and pulpit notices, Personal influence must 
be used. ; 

4. Tokens, buttons, etc,, have a place, but must not be 
too strongly relied upon to secure either interest or 
attention. 


Rally Day is not a celebration. It is a beginning. 
It introduces a campaign, and its success is determined 
not by one day's doings, but by a sustained interest 
and some influence for success on every subsequent 
Rally Day.— Zhe Rev. Robert P. Zebley, Camden, 
N. J. 
x 


A Rally Exercise With Emblems 


IGHTEEN girls marched into the church, each 
bearing a banner. Standing. on the platform, 
they sang several verses composed to suit local 

conditions and adapted to the tune of ‘‘ Rally Round 
the Flag.’” At. command ‘About face’’ the girls 
turned and fastened their banners, to the railing, 
where they. remained throughout the program. 

Each banner hung from a T-shaped standard, and 
bore the initial of the teacher, with a verse of Scrip- 
ture suited to an emblem which was fastened above 
the cross-bar. 

Some interest was excited by the choice of emblems 
by the classes. One of the primary classes had a 
pretty toy lamb; the other a golden bell marked 
‘Joy.’ A young man’s class had a hand ; another 
men’s class, an Edison electric light bulb. A _ boys’ 


The material given on this page is a first instal- 
ment of Rally Day methods for the Sunday-school 
superintendent or committee, and will be found 
valuable in taking the first step toward a record- 
breaking attendance on September 25 or the early. 
Sundays in October. There are schools that ob- 
serve Rally Day on the first Sunday in September, 
but they are the exception. Superintendents should 
lose no time in getting the Sunday-school committee 
together, that the whole matter of a proper observ- 
ance of the day may be fully considered. Rally 
Day is not a celebration, but the setting of a pace 
for the next eight months. 








class, whose teacher is a flour merchant, had a small 
sack of flour ; another boys’ class insisted on having 
a_ baseball ; still another boys’ class chose a dvor 
marked ‘* push,’’ and having on the lintel, ‘* Oppor- 
tunity.’’ A girls’ class had a bright pastel, ‘‘Sun- 
rise, '’ and as the banner bearers marched down the 
girls sang ** Outshine the Sun.’ Other less or rg 
emblems were an anchor, a sword, a Bible, a ladder, 
a lily, a cross, a star, and a crown, 

One of the teachers gave a short address based on 
the emblems. —H. K. Shumaker, Flat Rock, Ohio. 


” 
“The Vow of Engagement” 


HIS is a good time to renew one’s vows. The 
Methodist Sunday-school in Portage la Prairie, 
Manitoba, put forth the following good sugges- 

tion for the teachers and officers on the occasion of its 
Rally Day observance : 


The. Vow of Engagement 
Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ 

As a scholar in the school, I engage myself and promise 
to be faithful in punctual attendance, and in maintaining the 
order and work of this Sunday-school under the direction 
of the superintendent and teacher. 

As a teacher, I engage myself and promise to be regular 
in attendance, diligent in study, and resolved in seeking 
the salvation and edification of those I try to teach. 

As an officer, I engage myself and promise to devote my- 
self to the interests of the school, in the faithful discharge 
of my duties, and in loyalty to every opportunity for service 
which presents itself to me, 

And we are all witnesses of these things 
‘* Thou, O God, hast heard my vows’’ (Psa. 61 : 5). 


% 


A Summer Picnic as a Starter 


ICNICS and excursions are valuable in starting a 
Rally Day campaign. Some time during the 
last half of August is a good time to bring the 

scattered forces together in this way. Very many of 
the ‘* blue-bloods'’ are still away in the mountains, 
at the shore, or out of town, but when two-thirds of 
the people in any parish where the ‘‘rich and poor 
meet together’’ have returned home ‘‘for good,’’ 
there is no trouble in getting a crowd in the north or 
in the south. The North Baptist Church of Camden, 
having one of New Jersey's biggest and most pro- 
gressive Sunday-schools, several years ago organized 
‘«The Augustine Band,’’ comprising all pupils who 
are in attendance for ten weeks in the summer quarter, 
Along about Rally Day an excursion up the Delaware, 
a picnic, or a moving picture entertainment is_pro- 
vided for the faithful. This year an August Rally is 
to be held the last Sunday of that month. This is 
prepared for by a canvass of the absent scholars by 
the teachers, followed by another canvass by the 


Augustine Band of absentee pupils, and finally by all 


teachers, officers, and pupils combining to get them 
all in by this Rally Sunday. _ These are preliminaries 
that help to make the great Fall Rally a big success. 
Back in little Old Harmonyville, in- Pennsylvania, the 
Rev. W. G. Nyce and his hustlers arrange for a 
‘*Grand Family Reunion’ of all those who have at- 
tended the Brethren Sunday-school for the past half- 
century, and a great home-coming picnic is held. The 
famous Egg Hunt picnics of the Marion Lawrance 
Sunday-school of the Washington Street Congrega- 





tional Church at Toledo, Ohio, are a factor in rally- 
ing the Sunday-school forces in September for the 
great Rally Day. “! 


What a Good Program Can Do 


T WAS an inspiring sight to witness a Sunday- 
school of twelve hundred and fourteen on a Rally 
Day occasion at the Calvary Baptist Sunday- 

school at the nation’s capital for its annual. home- 
gathering. The school met as usual in the Sunday- 
school house at ten o'clock, and, when the signal was 
given, marched in classes to seats assigned in the large. 
church auditorium, while the organist played “They. 
rejoice at the sound of the organ,’ 

The church was most artistically decorated for the. 
occasion. Over the pulpit the word ‘* Forward '’ hung 
in white tuberoses framed with branching goldenrod, . 
making an exquisite combination of color and form. 
The pulpit stand was hidden by a banking of rich 
dwarf-maple and oak leaves, with goldenrod and salvia 
blooms to give color, while the taller branches of the 
oak made a beautiful background at the sides of pulpit 
and in front of the baptistery. 

The Young Men's Class took first rank in number 
present. At the roll-call one hundred and thirty-five 
men stood up. The Adult Class (known as Judge 
Smith’s Class) came next, with one hundred and 
twelve, and the Kindergarten was next in size, with. 
eighty-two. These numbers were much lessened be- 
cause of the threatening morning. 

But it takes more than a little moisture outside : to 
dampen the enthusiasm and enjoyment of the mem- 
bers of this large and notable school, and the picture 
presented by the six departments as they filed in was 
most enchanting. After the Primary, Intermediate, 
Junior, Adult, and Home departments were seated, the 
little folks, with some eight or ten assistants, cante with 
their sweet, happy faces, and took the front chairs. 

Then the exercises began, and without a single flaw 
were carried promptly through, with no announcement 
other than was given by the printed souvenir programs 
provided for each scholar. 


PROGRAM 


‘* They Rejoice at the Sound of the Organ '"’.. Prof. A. D. Mayo 
‘* Enter in at the Gates to Worship the Lord,’' Six Departments 


Solo—‘' Home, Sweet Home "’ . Mrs. Ralph P. Barnard 
PRAISE 

Hymn No. 1—*' O Worship the King "’ . School 

Invocation, . . .. . Mr, Charles D. Parker 

Responsive Reading—Psalm Si.) . . School 


Led by Gen. W. S. Shailenberger 
Words of Welcome , . . e . The Superintendent 
Song—‘‘ Welcome Home”’ . Intermediate Department 
ghee Fagg, ae rede teie Primary Depariment 


Psalm 103 : 1-13 . . . Intermediate Department 
Song—"* Hallelijah « to Our King“ . Primary Department 
Psalm 23. . 6 Kindergarten 
Prayer. . . The Pastor 
Psalm 24 (recited) . . School 


OUR WORK—A STEP FORWARD 
** Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward.” 


Hymn No. 421—‘' Onward, Christian Soldiers "’ . School 
What Shall Be the Increase ? 


Enrolment . . Boy —- Kindergarten 
Attendance . Boy from Prinvary 
Song—‘' I Love to Come to ‘Sunday-sehool ” . Kindergarten 
Punctuality . . . »Girl from Intermediate 
Offerings . Boy from Junior 


Song—‘‘ Stand Up for Jesus” ‘ Junior Department 
The Class Spirit. 2.056 2% ‘Rev. j. e Brooks (Adult) 
SEG BODE 698 RES CRD EOS CY 
OFFERING 
The Bible—Its Place in the School .' ‘ 
Missions—How Related to the School . 


Schooi 


. Mr. H. H. Kimball 
Mr: S. W: Woodward 


Hymn—* My Country, ‘Tis of Thee" . . School 
ROLL-CALL 
The King’ s Business ...... ; . The Pastor 
Hymn é . School 
(Primary and Kindérgarten departments retire during singing.) 
BENEDICTION 


A new and very good feature was the perfect recita- 
tion of selections from the Psalms by different depart- 
ments. No bright poems, such as are usually selected, 
could have surpassed the rendering of these matchlegs 
lyrics by three or four hundred children, as they rose ~ 
in the turn of their department, and recited in unison., 
the nineteenth Psalm, and verses one to thirteen of the 
beautiful one hundred and third, and the twenty-third 
and twenty-fourth Psalms,—Nettie Barker Fernald, 
Washington, D. C. 








The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Parallel passages: Mark 12: 1-12; Luke 20: 9-49. 


Getting Started in Class 


HAT do you think of a bank president who, 
being paid a large salary to serve as the head 
of an institution to which many people entrust 

their money for safe-keeping, takes this money, - 
bles with it in the hope of winning more, and 

it,—the money of those who committed it to his keep- 
ing because they trusted him? Why issuch a man 
despised by every one? What do think of the 
men in the state of Pennsylvania who were trusted 
with the t responsibility of handling millions of 
dollars of other people’s money in the building and 
furnishing of the capitol at Harrisburg, and who, it 
was found, probably ‘‘ grafted” several millions of dol- 
lars of these trust funds to their own accounts? 
Is it too severe a penalty that, of five of the men impli- 
cated, two. died under the strain of their trial and 
conviction, while two others are aqrg | serving sen- 
tences inprison? How many of us in this class think 
that we could easily commit this sortof sin? Do you 
think it would even be a temptation to you? Why? 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


** Grafting” of this sort, or straight-out misuse of 
trust funds, about which we hear a good deal in 
America to-day, is not a new kind of wrong-doing, 
not a modern sin at all. Jesus used an account of it 
to illustrate a hard lesson that he wanted to teach; 
but the case that he described was worse than any- 
thing that ormineriy happens in these times. Let us 
see what it was, and give our opinions on it freely. 

What was one of the great products and industries 
in Palestine in Jesus’ time? Grape-growing, or the 
planting of vineyards and the making of wine, Here 
tell the class the half-dozen interesting facts about 
the vine that are given in Stalker's paragraph. 
Then get the class to tell, with as much detail as pos- 
sible, how the work was uswally carried on, as to 
leasing, manufacturing, etc. To what they can give 
may be added facts concerning the wire-press, ds 
described in Riddle’s 3d paragraph; and concern- 
ing the hedge, wine-press, and watch-tower, as de- 
scribed in Mackie’s 1st paragraph. . The arrange- 
ment of leasing a vineyard to workers, or husband- 
men, for a half-and-half division of the returns 
between owner and husbandmen, is explained in 
Riddle’s comment on verse 33 and Mackie’s 2d para- 
graph. 

Such a ss seems simple and fair enough, 
does it not? But how did the men in Jesus’ story 
carry it out? Have the class give the facts in verses 
34-39 from memory if theycan. Was there any good 
reason for these men’s acting as though they owned 
the vineyard? In Stalker’s 3d paragraph a fact 
is mentioned to show how they might have grown 
used to thinking of the property as their own; but was 
this fact a real excuse? Their action seems so in- 
famous as to be unbelievable, does it not? Could 
you imagine yourself doing a thing like that, if 
you were trusted.with a valuable business of this 
sort? Yet Dr. Mackie shows (third paragraph) that 
this story would be well understood by Jesus’ hear- 
ers, as evidently a not unknown thing in actual life. 

What was Jesus’ perpes in telling the story? At 
whom was it aimed? What lesson did he want to 
teach ? 

Help the class to fit the details of the parable, as 
closely as may properly be done, to the life of the 
nation of Israel,—the vineyard,—and to the false 
religious leaders,—the husbandmen of this vineyard. 
Who was the householder, and when did he plant 
this vineyard? What was the rich fruit that he had 
entrusted to the care of the nation and its leaders? 
Who were the servants that he sent them, and how 
were they abused? Who washis son? How did 
the Pharisees really think that they might, in a 
sense, get for themselves the inheritance of the son ? 
To what other husbafdmen was this trust finally 
‘committed? Has any fruit been rendered to the 
owner by the later husbandmen? If so, what? 
The following lesson comments will be useful in con- 
sidering these questions: 


What the Pharisees stood for, and the unmistakable ap- 
plication to them (Riddle, §th paragraph, and on v. 45). 

The application to Israel (Stalker, 3; Lovett, 8). 

Who the husbandmen and messengers were (Stalker, 4). 

To what ‘‘nation *? was Israel’s forfeited privilege trans- 
ferred ? (Riddle, on v. 43.) 


It is easy, and rather interesting, to discuss and 
point out the awful unworthiness of the men in the 
parable, and of the religious leaders who rejected and 
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LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 4.. TWO PARABLES OF. JUDGMENT 
Matthew 21 : 33-46. Commit verses 45, 46 , 
Golden Text: Therefore say 1 unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken away from you.—Matthew 23 + 43 


33 Hear another parable: There was a man that was a 
householder, who pianted a vineyard, and set a hedge about 
it, and ed a wine-press in it, and built a tower, and let it 
out to h men, and went into another country. 34 And 
when the season of the fruits drew neéar, he sent his } servants 
to the husbandmen, to receive *his fruits. 35 And the bus- 
bandmen took his ! servants, and beat one, led another, 
and stoned another. 36 A he sent other ! servants 
more than the first’: and they unto them in like manner, 
37 But afterward he sent uate them his son, saying, They will 


reverence my son. 38 But husbandmen, when they saw 
the son, poe Ly arene rece cggpey FP canbe wp relagadiey 
kill him, and take 


inheritance. And they took him, and 
cast him forth out of the vineyard, By iitled him. 40 When 


therefore the lord of the vineyard shall come, ‘what will he do. 


unto those husbandmen? .41 They say. unto him, He will 
miserably destroy those miserable men, and will let out the 
vineyard unto ober husbandmen, who shall render him the 
fruits in their seasons, 42,Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never 
read in the scriptures, 

5 The stone which the builders rejected, 

The same was made the head of the corner ; 

This was from the Lord, ~ 

And it is marvellous in our eyes ? 
43 Therefore say I unto you, e kingdom of God shall be 
taken away from you, and shall be given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof. 44 * And he that falleth on this stone 
shall be broken to pieces: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 
will scatter him as dust. 45 And when the chief priests and 
the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he spake 
of them. 46 And when they sought to lay hold on him, they 
feared the multitudes, because they took him for a prophet. 

1 Gr. bondservants. *% Or, the fruits of it *Ps. cxviii.e2.f. *Some 

ancient authorities omit ver. 44. 


The American Revision copyright, 1961, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 33.—What was a wine-press? (Riddle, 3d para- 
graph; Mackie, 1.) Do these plans for renting out a 
vineyard hold in Oriental life to-day ? (Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 34.—Does ‘‘ fruits "’ at the end of this verse mean 
literal fruits, or the money revenue from the vineyard? 
Riddle, on vs. 33, 34; Stalker, 3; Mackie, 2.) hat 
is the season of the fruits ? (Mackie, 2.) ra 

Verse 38.—Would the taking of the murdered son’s in- 
heritance be in any way norm e under such circumstances, 
or is it an intentional absurdity ? (Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 42.— What Old Testament reference is this? 
What building-significance had the term ‘‘ the head of the 
corner’’? (Riddle ; Mackie, 4.) 

Verse 43.—What is meant here by ‘‘the kingdom of 
God’’?? What nation is referred to as ** bringing forth the 
fruits thereof’’? (Riddle ; Stalker, 3.) 

Verse 44.—What is the interpretation of this verse ? 
(Riddle ; Stalker, last paragraph.) 

Verse 45.—Who were the chief priests and the Phari- 
sees? (Riddle, 4th and 5th paragraphs.) Why should they 
have thought that Jesus was speaking of them when he 
spoke this parable? (Riddle. ) 








crucified Jesus because of their own selfish desires, 
and of ‘‘capitol trimmers,” embezzling bank-presi- 
dents, and other grafters of to-day. As we do so, we 
never think of ourselves as in that class, nor do we 
think it possible that we could even be tempted to be in 
thatclass. But ave we entirely beyond the accusation 
of this parable? Have we never dishonorably ad- 
ministered a trust-property committed to us? Do 
we always return to the owner his full share of all the 
profits that belong to him from wealth that he has 
given us to use? 

Put these questions straight at the class, and get 
their thoughtful answers. There is only one honest 
answer. very one of us is or has been in exactl 
the position of the false husbandmen, We have all 
been given property worth far more than a rich vine- 
yard ; and it is , Sopa to us to work in partnership 
with the Owner for a harvest of infinitely greater 
value than grapes and wine. All that we have, be- 

inning with the gift of life itself, and extending 
rough all else,—home, family, friends, education, 
abilities, money, opportunity,—is given us as a trust 
to use in Christ’s service as we work with him to win 
the world to him. That is the end and aim and pur- 
pose of our life as he has redeemed it and directs it. 
Are we working and living true to the trust? Or 
are we taking freely of all these things that are his 
and using them chiefly for our own interests and en- 


joyment ? 

Yf this tremendous and vital teaching of Jesus’ 

arable can be burned into the lives of your pupils, 
it may change those lives for all time. Further help 
to make it clear is gon in Pierson’s article, Ridg- 
way’s ist, 2d, and 4th paragraphs, Lovett’s last para- 
grevb, and Foster’s 2d to 5th paragraphs. Mr. 

oward's vigorous message, ‘‘Use it or lose it,” 
makes a strong climax. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


IME _ shone wei fn and five others are 
to Tue , April 4, A. D. 30. 
Fe 4 of Lessons 7 ; - 


he scene 10-12 was in the outer 
courts of the temple at Jerusalem. | 2 : 
The Day of —Early Tuesday morning, 


coming from Bethany to the city, our Lord and his— 
disciples noticed that the fig tree which had been 
cursed on the ious morning (Mark) was ‘‘ withered 
away from the roots.” This fact was made the occa- 
sion of important lessons. Entering the temple again, 
as he was —- the chief priests and elders came 
to Jesus and challenged his authority. He replied 
with a counter question about the baptism of John 
the Baptist. Failing, or rather fearing, to answer, 
their incompetence to question him was manifested. 
Then came the ble of the Two Sons, contrasting 
the conduct of the publicans and harlots in regard to 
ohn the Baptist, and that of the rulers (peculiar to 
atthew). he lesson follows, and Mark and Luke 
present the same parables. — 
‘Wine-Presses.— It would appear that in 
biblical times a wine-press consisted of two vats, an 
upper one in which the grapes were trodden, and a 
lower one in which the expressed juice was kept and 
fermented. These vats were often dug out of the 
rock ; hence the phrase (v. 33), ‘‘ digged a wine press 
in it.” The ‘*tower,” spoken of in the same verse, 
was for a guard to protect the vineyard from ma- 
rauders, 
Chief Priests.—The term is the plural of “high 
riest.” Strictly speaking, there could be but one 
igh priest. Hence the plural has been explained as 
referring to the heads of the priestly families, or to 
the priests who were members of the Sanhedrin ; but 
it is now generally held that it included only those 
who had been high priests and the members of the 
high priest’s family. «' ; 
harisees.— These were members of the chief Jew- 
ish’ sect!” Théywere the “orthodox” party, very 
strict in their religious observances, but adding their 
‘‘ traditions ” to the Mosaic law. This led to formal- 
ism. Hence they were, from the first, the chief op 
nents of our Lord. The last public discourse, on this 
day in the temple, was one denouncing their hypoc-- 
risy (chap. 23), while it ‘acknowledges that their creed 
was correct (23:3). This party was active in the 
conflicts of this Tuesday. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 33.—A wine-press: See above.—Le?t it out 
to husbandmen: The details of the parable indicate 
that it was let out ‘‘on shares,” and not at fixed 
money rent. 

Verse 34.—TZhe season of the fruits: This and the 
phrase ‘‘his fruits” point to the view expressed 
above. The owner’s share might have been in wine. 

Verse 42.—Jn the scripture: The rg cited is 
from Psalm 118 : 22, 23. It is cited by Peter before 
the Sanhedrin (Acts 4: 11), and explicitly applied to 
our Lord.— The head of the corner ; The corner-stone 
is everywhere ized as in the place of greatest 
honor.—7is was from the Lord: More literal than 
‘this is the Lord’s doing.” ‘‘ This” may refer to the 
‘* stone,” or to the whole transaction. 

Verse 43.—The kingdom of God shall be taken 
away from you: An allusion to verse 41, where the 
transfer of the vineyard to other husbandmen is 
spoken of. ‘The kingdom of God” refers to the 
8p kingdom which Christ was to establish on 
the earth, foreshadowed in the Old Testament.—7o 
a nation; This might refer to Gentiles in general, 
but is better explained as meaning the true spiritual 
Israel among all nations. 

Verse 44.—He that falleth on this stone: This 
verse takes up the thought of punishment expressed 
in verse 41. The first clause refers to opposition to 
Christ, ‘‘the head of the corner”; making of him a 
stumbling block.—Om whomsoever it shall fall: 
Here the judgment and punishment are represented 
as coming from. Christ, and ‘‘scatter him as dust” 
indicates total destruction, 

Verse 45.—T7hat he spake of them: In the parable 
of **the Two Sons” the'scribes and Pharisees were 
directly referred to (v. 32); in that of the vineyard 
they were ‘‘the husbandmen”; and ‘‘the builders” 
obviously represent the same class. Hence the 
pointed application was readily understood. 


WesTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
& 


Riddles ‘Harmony of the Gospels” gives a clear 
idea of the events of the Life of Christ. Paper, 
io cents; cloth covers, 25 cents, from The Sunday 
School Times Company. 














LESSON FOR SEPT, 4 (Matt. 21 : 33-46) 


‘The Authority of Christ 
By Professor James Stalker, D.D. 
E lit and beauty of the Parable of 
"P tae Wickel trecuputase ely apis teseery 
eye; but it was an evidence of 
esus spoke that, when 
done to vinedressers 


the fascination with which 

he paused to ask what would 

who had behaved as those whom he had been de- 
hemselves 


scribing, the hearers t su the an- 
swer sly and solemnly (v. 41), though it . 
condemned themselves. 


THE VINEDRESSERS CONDEMNED.—There are said to 


: of our Lord in which 
the most s and 
of the Holy Land, and it su 
e illustrations to the poets and hers 
of the Jewish race. It was an emblem of the nation 
itself, a frequently on Jewish coins. In 
front of the temple there hung a massive vine of fine 
gold. In Psalm 80, the image is out elab- 
orately; and in the fifth chapter of Isaiah there is 
a lengthened comparison of Israel and Judah to a 
vineyard, which Jesus must have had in mind when 
framing this parable. Not only did the householder 
own the vineyard, but he had himself planted it, and 
he had supplied it with everything requisite for its suc- 
cessful cultivation— , Wine-press, tower. This 
is an image of the love and care bestowed by Jehovah 

‘on the chosen from the beginning. 

- When condemnation is to be passed on a vineyard, 
the charge will generally be unfruitfulness. In a 
sense this is the charge here, too; and it comes out 
with special emphasis at verse 43, where the i+ appl 
utters the remarkable prediction that the kingdom of 
God shall be taken from the Jewish people and given 
to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof; the na- 
tion intended being obviously the body which is 
described more fully in 1 Peter 2:9, 10. But, in 

‘the parable as a whole, the charge is not that the 
vineyard is unfruitful, but that the vinedressers 
have kept the fruits to themselves. “Evidently they 
hold the ground on condition of rendering to the 
owner a certain proportion of the produce; but there 
were several years at the commencement of the ex- 
istence of a vineyard when no reckoning was held, 
the: fruit-bearing not being presumed to have yet 
— and, during these years, the vinedressers 
had almost forgotten that there was an owner; so 
that his demand, when it came, was a surprise and 
an .irritation, ; This..is. a repetition of the charge, 
common in the Prophets but there expressed under 
another image, that the she s thought of the 
fleece rather than of the fi The authorities in 
church and state are tempted to think of their own 
places and emoluments rather than of the welfare of 
the people or their own responsibility to God. Many 
atime has the church exhibited the scandal of men 
holding high positions for life, the emoluments of 
which they have regularly drawn while performing 
none of the duties; and such persons have frequently 
displayed indignation, like that of the vinedressers, 
when inquiry has been made about their work, and 
have appealed to the law to protect their rights! 

But the householder had other servants besides 
these faithless vinedressers; namely, the messengers 
whom he sent from the country in which he was so- 

_journing to demand the fruits in their seasqns; and 
these were very different in character, for they were 
ready to encounter shame, outrage, and death in his 
service. By the vinedressers Jesus meant the official 
classes, such as kings and princes, priests and 
scribes; but by these messengers he intended the 

rophets, an unofficial class, whose fuuction was not 
ereditary or continual, but occasional. Prophets 

- were raised up by the inspiration of God and sent to 
demand fruit. They challenged kings and _— as 
to their faithfulness and as to the state of the people 
under their charge, But they fared as did the mes- 
sengers in this parable. 4 

hat the Speaker says of ‘‘the son”’ is ey in- 
structive. It shows how certain Jesus was-of his own 

.impending fate. The Messianic demonstration of 
the p ing day had made no change. It shows, 
however, on the other hand, how unshaken was his 
consciousness of his own dignity and destiny. The 

rophets were ,servants”; he was a prophet, too, 
foving to enrol himself in that honored line; yet, with 
simplicity and conviction, he separates himself from 
them all, placing himself in a category apart. 

Tue BUILDERS anaes ead pr nee ay reer of 
occupying a peculiar position and o} ying a unique 
part in the unfolding of divine peacldenan rea rs 

the quotation in verse 42, where the authorities in 
church and state are compared not to vinedressers, 
but to builders—a comparison equally natural and 
equally common, That one passed by and despised 

may be destined for the topmost place is the moral 
of many a story in the literature of all nations, as for 
example in the children’s stories of Cinderella and 
the Ugly Duckling; but here is the noblest expres- 
sion-of the truth. A at building is in process of 


innumera 


erection; there are stones of all shapes and sizes; 
but one stone, on account of something peculiar in its 
shape or appearance, is passed by as good for noth- 
ing ; yet, at the last, it is found exactly to fit the 
position of chief honor and service. 


Herein. Jesus 
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saw an image of his own destiny. But, thinking of 
the issues for others, he could not help adding that 
the same stone might be to some a stone of stum- 
bling; and it might even be a stone which, dislodged 
from its place, might rush down and grind the 
interferers to powder. 


ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


wens os to the Jews, and Minister to the Anglo- 
Américan Congregation in Beyrout, Syria ; 


Hee. wine-press, tower (vy. 33). The hedge 
may be a growing h of blackthorn or 
cactus, or a palisade of dried branches, or a 

rough stone wall surmounted by thorns. The object 
is to keep out thieves, whether men or tame or wild 
animals. The wine-press consists of a slab of rock 
about four or five feet square, excavated to the depth 
of a foot, and slightly sloping forward toward a nar- 
rower and d t rock cistern, The latter holds the 
juice flowing from the grapes that are trodden in the 
slab above and behind it. A wine-press has several 
of these rock cisterns, as the same wine-press gener- 
ally serves for several vineyards. A roughly built 
room is constructed beside the wine-press for storing 
the grapes till they can be pressed, and for sheltering 
the owners of the when in the busy season 
they work day and night. A booth of branches is 
erected over the flat roof of the room, or on an emi- 
nence near by, from which the watchman can com- 
mand a view of the vineyard. 

The season of the fruits (v. 34). ‘The grape har- 
vest has a considerable range in Palestine, from July 
on the plains to October on the higher ground. When 
a vineyard is let out to men who do the work the 
scale of remuneration is usually half to the owner 
and half to the husbandmen. For grain-fields, one 
third of the crop is sufficient, but the vineyard re- 
quires more attention. 

Let us kill him, and take his inheritance (v. 38). 
The difficulties connected with the collection of dues 
and taxes would make the above reference easily un- 
derstood by Christ’s hearers. Popular feeling in the 
locality would be apt to side with those. who were 
resident rather than with the absent owner, who 
would be represented as having sold the vineyard. 
Other heirs, relatives of the owner, would shrink 
from the donger of asserting their claims after what 
had happened. : 

The stone which the builders rejected (v. 42).' The 
value of the unexpected arises from the conservative 
veneration connected with the position of master in 
every Oriental handicraft. The industrial arts often 
had trade secrets which only the initiated master 
knew. Even in the humblest jobs the master-work- 
man expects to do his work in his own way, and if 
any advice is to be offered, as in the matter of shoe- 
ing a horse, it must be done deferentially, with due 
recognition of his professional status. i was this 
well-known pride that was enjoyably brought down 
when a rejected stone was promoted to the position 
of a corner-stone. The latter must be of the right 
size and quality and free from spar-veins or cracks 
or any such defect. 
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The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


VERY one who claims to be a servant of Christ 
is called to labor in his vineyard. How many 
of us turn aside for more easy or more remuner- 

ative employment, and shrink from bearing the bur- 
denjand heat of the day, or, accepting the task as- 
signed, work for self and not for Christ ! 

nfaithful husbandmen who refuse to yield the fruit 

of their labor are even more severely censured than 
those who decline to enter the vineyard. Aad Moa 
every possession used for self, means robbing of 
his due. Money, friends, children, home, influence, 
talents, education, spiritual gifts, must be held wholly 
subject to his call, 

The results of a nation’s, a church’s, or an individ- 
ual’s withholding the fruitage are terrible to contem- 
plate. They may include the loss of the fruit, the loss of 
the stewardship, and the loss of life itself. Not many 
years ago a young man went into Christian service 
and met with some success. He was praised by his 
friends and began to accept the credit for himself. 
Then he thought himself ill paid for such good work, 
and hg alarger salary. Next he turned his tal- 
ents to his own pecuniary —. Finally he 
gave up Christian work altogether. at was the re- 
sult? He no longer led men to Christ, he lost his 
aioe ton for service, he ceased to care for the 

ing and his Vineyard, his very faith in Christ died 
out. 

Contrast with this the triumphant lives of such 
faithful husbandmen as Paton, Moffat, Scudder, and 
Hudson Taylor ! 


Brooxtyn, N, Y. 





I asked. 
ers, and they have skinned it 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Tenants.— Ze? i/... and went into another coun- 
try (v. 33). I was riding the other day with Pres 
Baker, and we passed a pee | farm. ‘* That 
used’ to be one of the best farms in the valley,” said 
he, ‘* but now it is one of the poorest.” ‘*‘ Why so?’’ 
** Because it has been in the hands of rent- 
to death. All off and 
nothing on. Look at that field of daisies,” You are 
arenter. God has ‘‘let” you a farm. How are you 
running it? Whatis the crop? Daisies? You have 
it ‘‘on shares,” God furnishes a Sora. All you 
have to do is to work it. Not thirds, but nine-tenths, 
are yours (Lev. 27: 32). And you have “the ‘fitst 
smack at it.” But remember this: you must render 
account even if you have an ‘‘easy"’ landlord. Some- 
times a tenant has a property so long he begins to 
think he owns it. Then the law must throw him out. 
Some fellows are like that. I was urging the Land-. 
lord's claim on a fellow. ‘*To—the bad place—with 
religion,” was the reply. He thought he owned him- 
self, But a day of reckoning arrives in Squatterville, 
and it will arrive in Coatesville. Ye are not your 
own, but just rented to Jim Smith (1 Cor. 6: 19, 20; 
Rom, 14: 7, 8). d 


the Rent.—He sent his servanis ... to 
receive his fruits (v.34). It’s amean man who doesn't 
pay his rent when he has the stuff. The Landlord 
wants the fruits (Gal. 5: 22, 23; Eph. 5:9). Up in 
Lancastercounty ‘ first of Aprile” is settling day, and 
it can’t be dodged. God wants some return from his 
property. He has rentcd you a good trade and a 
steady job—there is that apprentice. He has rented 
you an education and culture—there is that class of 
stirring youngsters just budding. He has rented you 
a fine home and many friends—there lies The Neck 
and its shanties. He hasrented you a good business 
and a bank accotint—there are your helpers and the 
Y. M. C. A. uptown. He has rented you a stron 
body and splendid health—there is the basket, an 
Uncle Jimmy Rogers and his ‘‘ plumbago” still live 
on Merchant Street. He has rented you a big name 
and social position—there are those fine young’ fel- 
lows all around town toiling upward in the night; 
put iron in their blood by giving them acheer. Pay 
your rent likeaman. Pay UP. 


Ne Plus Ultra.— 747s is the heir ; come, let us kill 
him .(v. 38). Their best friend. The world has 
always killed its best friends. _Heathenism in its 
darkness and misery kills the missionary that comes 
with healing and light. Yet God’s messengers keep 
right. on coming. All kinds of messengers, provi- 
dences, narrow escapes, sickness, dreams, compan- 
ions, parents, teachers, etc, But there is no messen- 
ger of love after the Son. Nothing more God can do 
(Acts 4: 12). When you reject Jesus, you burn your 
bridge. If you are not grateful for a kindness, you 
will hate the doer of it for the very kindness. Many 
a boy is ugly to his very mother—and kills her at last 
—his one true friend. Yet in spite of ill-treatment 
the mother loves right on. So does Jesus, even 
though you kill him day after day. 


Failure.— Ze? out the vineyard unto other hus- 
bandmen (v. 41). The secret of many a man’s mys- 
terious failure. Great things were to have been for 
you, but were given totheother husbandman. There 
you are, aman of means—and a failure, like a worked- 
out Chester county farm, Look at your stock—your 
boys—and blush. The most worthless scamps in 
town. Remember the farm as it used to be? You 
were in church and Sunday-school, and oh, so in- 
terested! Crops were’ fine. Then you began to 

o up. The vineyard continued to blossom and 

ar under the favoring skies as few vineyards 
do. Then little by little you began to ‘‘ graft” 
the rent. After a while you stopped paying al- 
together. When have you paid a single grape, 
apple, or pear? Then at last you killed the Son 


(Heb. 10: 29). And so to-day, sitting here in your 
library with your shelves filled with editions de luxe, 
first proofs upon your walls, masterpieces in your 


halls, Persian carpets under your feet, automobiles 
and horses in your stable, you are the most unhappy 
man intown. Not a real friend in the world, not 
even in your own family, as you could see in‘the fight 
over your will. Worse yet, no friend in heaven. 
Your vineyard of happiness has been given to an- 
other. Smith the bookkeeper is now superintendent 
of the Sunday-school. Jones the lawyer has the big 
Bible class, and the happy. helpers ~ around the 
church are the fellows who used to joke and laugh 
with you at the ‘‘spreads.”’ in the long ago—before 
you stopped paying the rent. Yes, there is a way 
out. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
& 


“* Ridgway's Religion” is a little book containing 
notes on John taught to the Iron Rose Bible Class 
of Coatesville, Pa., by Mr. Ridgway, It is the 
straight talk of an everyday business many—and 
it’s Ridgway allthrough. 56 cents, postpatdyfrom 
The Sunday School Times Co. A 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


A WORD FROM THE Epitor.—'These stud- 
ies apply what is known as the Underwood 
‘Travel System to the lessons of the year. A 
patented map connected with this system is 
reproduced herewith. If, at the opening of the 
lesson, the teacher will, by use of the map and 
the description, or better of the map and the 
ste apne (a beautiful photographic view 
of estine, for use in the stere , get 
clearly in the minds of the p ils the set- 
ting of the’ lesson’s events in Palestine, it will 
help as no other method can to give a sense of 
reality to those events and a lasting impres- 
sion of them. The use of these — may 
proteabiy be un at any time during the year. 

ifty places will be described with the lessons of 
the whole year; the fift ae yn ge of these 
places cost $8.34, and if ordered at one time, a 
cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be given 


free. Eleven places are described with the les- f 


sons of the third quarter ; the eleven stereo- 
raphs for the third quarter cost $1.83. The 
our stere s for September cost ra cents, 
Less than four stereographs in one order are 
ao centseach. Stereoscope, 85 cents. Orders 
should be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CCORDING to the accepted custom of 
those days, it was proper for any dis- 
tinguished rabbi or any suitably ac- 

credited Papil of such a rabbi to expound 
religious subjects to a group of listeners in 
the Temple courts, ough the Temple 
itself is gone now, we know where it stood, 
and we may even ‘see where Jesus was inter- 
rupted in his own teaching. Consult our 
special map of modern Jerusalem and firid 
the number 36 at the northern edge of the 
old Temple area. Jf you stand to-day at the 
spot marked 36, and ioe northeast over the 


MODERN JERUSALEM 









Map Batent aad ry by bays Underwood, 
space between those lines that spread from 
36, you find yourself looking from a high tower 
over an open, level place, partly grassy, 
partly bare ground and rock, partly paved 
with flat stones, (The tower from which you 
look off stands on practically the same site as 
the Roman prison or police station in Jesus’ 
time.) A portion of the ground that you see 
is higher than the rest; it forms a big, ob- 
long terrace, reached on each side by broad 
stone steps with tall, arched gateways of 
stone-masonry at the head of each flight of 
steps. In the middle of the terrace is a large 
building of very curious design. It is eight- 
sided, about 180 feet in diameter, but less 
than thirty feet high, except in the center, 
where the roof rises to form a beautiful dome. 
That is a Muhammadan sanctuary called in 
guide-books the ‘** Dome of the Rock,’”’ be- 
cause it covers a certain ledge on which the 
Hebrew temple altar used to stand. Beyond 
that building you can see there is more open 
ground, and then a-bit of the city wall of 
Jerusalem stands in plain sight, with long 
ridges of low hills filling the distance till. hills 
and sky meet. 

That open, level ground right before you 
is where the various yards or. ** courts ’’ sur- 
rounded the Temple when Jesus. came here. 
Somewhere on that very ground Jesus- was 
teaching when he was interrupted by the 
haughty question, ‘* By what authority doest 
thou these things, and who gave thee this 
authority?’’ It was on that very ground 
Jesus answered sadly and sternly with a story 
of the vineyard whose workers proved so 
shamefully unworthy of their lord’s trust that 
their responsibilities had to be handed over 
to other servants. The priests and scribes 
and Pharisees understood perfectly well that 
his sorrow and his righteous anger were both 
meant for themselves, and the rebuke en- 
raged them, 

To see for yourself the very place where 
Jesus spoke his parables of Judgment, use 
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the ste h entitled ‘* Dome of the Rock 
where the Temple altar stood, Mt. Moriah.’’ 
Next week we shall describe what’one sees 
down in the Temple area itself, at a point 
where Jesus must have stood many a time. 


* 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist inthe con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
- offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 
tration that can be used, and two dollars for 
the best illustration used for each week's lesson. 
The important conditions governing the accept- 
ance of material, and the year's n calen- 
dar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Cost of a Larger Bank Account.— 7here- 
‘ore say unto you, The kingdom of God 
shall be taken away from you (Golden Text), 
** How can one get rid of so many appeals 
for money?’’ asked a lawyer. ‘“ That is 
oo enough,’’ was the reply, ‘‘just stop 
giving altogether, and in a little while the 
public will find it out and will let you severely 
alone, as they do many others.’’ ‘ Yes,” 
said the lawyer, ‘‘I sup that is so, but 
what would be the effect upon me if 1 should 
stop giving?’’ ‘*Why, your soul would 
grow small just in proportion as your bank 
account a large.”’"—G. A. Page, Ply- 
0g ash. From Record of Christian 

ork. 


Whose ts Are First ?—Aut the hus- 
bandmen, when they saw the son, said among 
themselves, This is the heir; come, let us 
kill him, and take his inheritance (v. 38). 
‘* The rights of God ’’—who thinks of them? 
You can get any number of mass meetings to 
discuss the rights of men, but God, has He 
| no rights? Lacordaire, when preaching in 
| Lyons Cathedral, once broke off in the mid- 
| dle ofa sentence, and passionately exclaimed, 
| **O Christ, poor Christ, who thinks of Thee ? 
All may obtain a hearing, be the subject 
never so trivial; but Thy pleading voice re- 
mains unheeded, and Thy rights utterly 
disregarded.’’— Zhe Rev. John Lewis; Sas- 
katoon, Sask. The Rev. F. C. Spurr in 
“* Divine Life.” «. 3 

. But Not Lost. a sad The stone 
which the builders rejected, the same was 





| made the kead of the corner (v. 42). The 


old wire-covered door stood idly against the 
wall of a house. It had been the door of a 
chicken yard, but its usefulness was over. 
Its wood was brown and warped by the 
weather, its hinges rusted and broken, and 
| tt had been put by as good for nothing. But 
| the honeysuckle found it, and crept. silently 
| up and up, spreading its green fingers lov- 
ingly over rusted wire and rough frame-work, 
until finally the whole door was hidden in a 
lace-work of green; then the blossoms be- 
gan to appear, bursting into white and gold 
sweetness, until the old door was a mass of 
beauty, They found it on the day before 
Children’s Day, and stood in wonder over it, 
and with sudden inspiration cut off the vine 
at the roots and carried the old door into the 
church, where it leaned its glorified height 
against the pulpit wall*next tothe choir...No 
one looking upon that’ mass of lovely green 
and white leaves and blossoms would nave 
dreamed the foundation was an old chicken- 
house door, It was glorified and made fit 
for the house of the Lord. That is the way 
the Christ may come to our lives, and glorify 
them and beautify them, even in.all their ugli- 
ness and uselessness, It was not the glory of 
the wooden frame or the chicken wire, even 
had they been new and fresh, that shone in the 
church that day, but the glory of the life that 
had come to dwell upon it, and twine about 
it, and interlace every portion of it, and 
blossom in light upon it. That is what Jesus 
will be to you and me,—/uniata Rohrback, 
Washington, D.C. From The Evening 
Star. 

Blind Criticism.— 7%#s was from the Lord, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes (v.42). Not 
long ago, in a public address, 4 man spoke 
slurringly of foreign missions, whereupon a 
= arose and said: ‘‘Some years ago my 

ank sent me to look at some land in Porto 
Rico. The village I visited was the nastiest, 
vilest little hell I ever saw. Two years ago 
I was sent to the sametown. It was a bean- 
tiful little place, with neat houses and yards, 
clean streets, a pretty school for children, 
no vice or drunkenness in evidence, good 
gardens, and a church, What did it? <A 
missionary had come there from the United 
States. I sought him out and gave him my 
check, because I had nevér seen so much 
civilization accomplished in so short a time. 
And now, when I hear’'such speeches as 








these, I say, How ignorant and provincial 
some men are.’’— Marie McCay, Baltimore. 
From Christian Work. 


Murder Through Neglect. — 7/erefore 
say I unto you, The kingdom of God shel be 
taken away from you, and shall be given to 
@ nation bringing forth the frutts thereof 
(v. 43). Inthe Arizona desert there is a 
well fifty-five miles from any other water. 
Within fifteen or twenty miles of it, bones 
lie scattered all around of men and their 
horses that might have reached it had it 
been possible to know, on that featureless 
plain, where to find it. As close as five 
miles stand two wagons, each with skeletons 
of its party huddled around it. And at the 
very gateway of the enclosure a prospector 
was found one morning, lost and dead, Fi- 
nally an owner erected a lighthouse, He 
— a tall cottonwood pole and strung.a 
antern upon it, and that has been kept 
always lighted. We shiver to think that 
former owners could have been willing to 
neglect this—to rescue perishing fellow-men 
by so plain a means,: “But are and I 
doing worse than that? Are we oat our 
fellows in a more dreadful danger? °e- 
lecting to hold out to them the light of sal- 
vation ?— Juniata Rohrback, Washington, 
D.C. From The Epworth Herald, 


Why No Fights.— They perceived that he 
spake of them (v. 45). Wet have heard the 
story of the old judge and the old slave whom 
he used to take with him around from one 
court to another over the circuit. Thejudge 
said: **Sambo, how is it you are always 
talking about your fight with the Devil—about 
the conflicts you have with the powers of 
darkness? I don’t have any conflict with the 
Devil. I don’t have any of these troubles— 
any of these fightings you have. How do 
you account for it?’’ And he flustered the 
poor negro. Of course he could not read. 
But the judge was a sportsman, and he got 
out his gun one day and killed a duck and 
wounded another, And he said, ‘* Rush and 

et that woundedduck. Get that live duck.”’ 
Sambo got the wounded duck. And Sambo 
had his illustration. He came back into the 
wagon, and said, ‘‘ Jedge, I understan’ dat 
question we were discussin’ befo’, De 
Devil’s after me. I’m wounded; but he’s 


got you.’’ When a man is dead in trespasses’ 


and sins, Satan lets him alone.—J/rs. 8. W. 
Lowe, Hinsdale, N. Y. From The Christian 
Herald, The prise for this week is awarded 
to this illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 


by whose creating power we have life, by 
whose providing love we are allowed to share 
in the daily gifts of thy bounty, we thank thee 
for the privilege of having any part in the work 
of thy Kingdom. Forgive us for our idle 
neglect of the opportunities that thou hast set 
before us. Forgive us for our stolid indiffer- 
ence to the call of duty. Forgive us, we be- 
seech thee, for the way in which we have re- 
ceived thy Son in the time of our unwillingness 
to receive him. Father, may we not lose the 
Kingdom now through unfruitfulness ! Help 
us in every way to realize the Kingship of our 
Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. thy Son, so that 
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we may be obedient to his word in all thi 
May we reverence him’ in humble and faithful 
service, in word and in deed loyally doing his 
will, In Jesus’ name we a:k it. Amen. 


After the Lesson.— Use it or lose it. That . 


is the law. You must use your voice or lose 
it. You must walk or you will lose the 
ability.to walk. Some of you can throw a 
ball straight and true now, but ten years from 
now you will not be able to unless you keep 
on using the throwing muscles. Some of 
you have started a good habit of promptness 
in everything. But the only way to keep 
prompt is to use that habit steadily. Many 
of us have joined the church, and in so doing 
have made it plain that we have taken Christ 
as our Lord and Master. But what if we 
get tired in our work here, and become care- 


ss about our church duties? First we get - 


small results from our work for others ; then 
no results worth mentioning ; then no work 
for the Master at all ; then a loss of interest, 
mee we have not used our gifts, This is 
t wi 





USE IT 
OR 


LOSE IT 











We do have gifts to be used. The Kingdom | 


needs us as workers, Growth in power and 
service means the use of what we have. 
Unless we bring forth the fruits ef service, 
the opportunity to serve is taken away. 
Thanks be unto God that we do not need to 
lose his gifts ! 
PHILADELPHIA. 
% 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* A charge to keep I have."’ 

‘* The world is very evil.’’ 

‘* In the vineyard of our Father."’ 
** Nearer, my God, to thee."’ 

** My soul, be on thy guard."’ 


“* Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim."* 


** Thy Kingdom come, O God." 
“ O Spirit of the living God."’ 


(References in parentheses are to the old and new 
editions of the metrical Psalm book ** Bible Sorigs."") 


Psalm 80 : 5-10 (111 : 7-11. 163 : 5-10.) 

Psalm 62 : 1-8 (81 : 3-4. 122: 1-4) 

Psalm 58 : 1-3, 10, 11 (77: 1-3, 10, I. 117: 1-3, 
10, tI.) ' 

Psalm 118 : 12-15 (171 ; 11-14. 240 : 1-4.) 

Psalm 9 : 9-13 (10:3-6. 14 : 5-9.) 


* 
Lesson Home-Readings 


(Selected under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
Editorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee). 


M.— Matt. 2t : 33-46. . The Casting Out of 


the Son. 

T.—2 Chron. 36 : 11-at . Mocking God's Mes- 
sengers. 

W.—Jer. 25 : 1-11 . Hearkening Not to God's 
Messengers. 


T.—Heb. 11 : 32-39 . Mocking and Scourging 
His Servants. 

F.—Acts 7 : 44-53. Killing the Prophets and 
Righteous One. 

. Conspiracy Against the Son 
' Foretold. 
S.—Acts. 2 : 22-36 . The Conspiracy Defeated. 


S.—Psa. 2 : I-12 





How to Teach the Lesson to Your Class 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mts. Mary Foster Bryner 


NoTe.—With children’s classes, omit ref- 
erences to the rejected stone (v. 42-44) and sub- 
stitute the preceding parable (v. 28-31) about 
the two sons and the vineyard, closing with 
** They say, The first."’ 


LessON ‘TEACHING.—TZhe kingdom of 
Heaven belongs to those who love and do the 
right. It ts taken away from those who love 
and choose the wrong. 


HILDREN, why do people look in the 
mirror? Does the mirror tell the 
truth? Did mother ever hold little 

brother before the glass when he-laughed or 
cried? Perhaps he held out his hands to the 
other baby when he laughed, or turned away 
when crying, because he didn’t like his own 
looks. 

Some children came in from their play; and 
their mother said, Go look at yourselves in 





the glass. Ofcourse they saw that their 
faces and hands needed washing, and their 


hair needed combing, too. We like the mir-, 


ror best when we look well, don’t we? 


Long, long ago, when there were but few 
mirrors in the world, and only rich people 
could have them, there lived a man who 
could tell such wonderful stories that people 


could see in the stories just what they were. 


like—not what their faces looked like but, 
more wonderful than that, the stories showed 
what their hearts were like. This wonderful 
story-teller was the same man for whom the 
children~ waved palm branches and sang 
**Hosannas.’’ (Show last Sunday’s picture 
and review briefly.) Jesus could tell by the 
children’s faces and voices that they truly 
loved to march and sing, and their praises 
pleased him. 

(As a rest exercise, sing a praise song, 
march and wave hands as branches). How 
many of you brought a picture. of children 
singing? (Pin these around the/board, to be 


























LESSON FOR SEPT, 4 (Matt. ox : 33-46) 


_ in the children’s books, or on cards 
r. i 4 > 
eae melt a Sh See 
in the temple were di 

leased when the children sang and waved 

anches? They tried to make them ‘ 
it was then that Jesus said, 
mouths of little children comes perfect 
raise. After that he went to the house of 
riends. 

When Jesus came back to the temple, a 
day or two later, those fault-finders were 
there again, and asked him all sorts of ques- 
tions. It was to help them to see what they 
were like that he told two stories about a 
vineyard. Would you like to hear them? 
(The recent lesson of August 14 made plain 
what: vineyard means). ; 

Ina far away country it was the time he 
tipe grapes, as it is now in our country. 
rich man owned a vineyard, which he had 
planted with the best-of grape-vines ; he set 
a hedge around it so that nothing could harm 
the vines. More than that he built a tower 
for the watchman, so that he could see if 
anybody tried to steal the grapes, He hired 
men to care for his vineyard, while he went 
to another country. hen the time came 
for ripe grapes, the owner thought of the 
beautiful purple. bunches in his vineyard. 
He sent a few of his servants to bring some 
to him, The hired’ men didn’t give any 
grapes to those servants, but beat one, and 
stoned one, and evenkilledone. The owner 
sent more servants than béfore but they were 
treated the same way. Afterward the 
owner sent his son thinking they would treat 
him well, but they didn’t. (The picture shows 
him coming.) They treated him like the 
others, and killed him too. What do you 
think the owner did? He came himself to 
put those wicked men out of his vineyard, — 
destroyed them and gave his vineyard to bet- 
ter men, who would give him the fruit in its 
season, : . 

At first the fault-finders did not see them- 
selves in the story, but Jesus helped them to 
understand that the kingdom of heaven was 
God’s vineyard, that he had allowed the 
priests and scribes to care for his temple in 
Jerusalem. The prophéts that God had 
sept had been killed; John the: Baptist and 
others had been killed, and at last Jesus, the 
Son of God, had ‘come among them and they 
wanted to kill’ him too, Jesus said, ‘*The 
kingdom of God shall be taken away from 
you and shall be given to another nation, 
bringing forth the-fruit thereof.’’ Then they 
saw themselves in the story (v. 45) and were 
so angry that they wanted to take Jesus 
then, but they didn’t dare because many 
of his friends were there too, 

Jesus told another story: A man who 
owned a vineyard had two.sons, He saidto 
one,—Son, go work to-day in the vineyard, 
He answered I will not, but afterward he 
felt sorry and went. When the father asked 
the second son, he said, I will go, sir, but he 
didn’t go at all, Which really pleased his 
father best? Those who do the right and are 
sorry when they do wrong always please the 
Heavenly Father best. Sing or repeat; 


‘* Help me to do the things I should, 
To be to others kind and good. 
In all I do, at work or play 
To please the Father, every day.”’ 


Hand Work,—Let each child copy this 
verse. 


CuIcaco, ILL, 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


N what ways to-day are people warned of 
dangerous things? Why is the red 
lantern seen on the street, the skull and 

cross-bones on the poison label, the yellow 
placard on the door with contagious disease 
within? Why are people so warned? If 
warnings were not given-and death followed, 
where would the blame be placed? But if 
people come to their death through not heed- 
ing the warning, then whose fault is it? 

Suppose ata place where two roads parted 

there stood a sign-post with signs pointing in 
each direction plainly stating that one road 
led to death and the other to eternal life. (I 
made a little sketch as I talked.):' How 
would you find out whether the man on the 
wrong road was responsible for being there? 
How could you prove that he understood 
the words on the sign? If he cou/d read it 
and cou/d answer your question as to where 
the other end of the road lay, and then con- 
tinued on, what would it indicate? Who 
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would be. the ‘one to blame -for his destruc- 
‘tion ? 


| Jesus, to-day, gives two (Matt. 
21: 23-46), and makes those Ss an- 
swer a question in each to prove that 

understood perfectly what will be the result 
of their actions, thus making them responsi- 

e. 

Where did Jesus these warnings? To 
whom were Pgh sul Who were the 
Pharisees? What week in Jesus’ life had 
just begun? When had it ?. With 
what event? We recalled the events of 
Palm Sunday and Monday, and then studied 
the warnings, giving most of our time to the 
second. ' 

Mary told the story of the first, and we 
explained the position of the common people 
who finally ted Jesus, and the proud 
Pharisees who rejected him. We n how 
Jesus by his question made them ‘‘ read the 
sign’ aloud to him, to show that they un- 
derstood their penalty if they promised fair 
and did. not do,. Mere promises were as 
worthless as the Continental currency with 
no silver to redeem it. 

The story of the second warning was well 
told by one of the girls, and we explained 
the details of Oriental life. We discussed 
the vineyard, its nature, purpose, arrange- 
ment, etc. ; the nature and use of hedges ; 
the wine-press, its probable structure and 
use; the tower and the husbandmen. This 
made the setting of our story more accurate, 
We did not touch the interpretation until the 
story was finished, 

What did the master decide to do? What 
was done to those servants? Why were 
they so treated? We noted that keeping 
the things which belong to God never en- 
riches a man. Then who was sent? Why 
was different treatment expected? How 
much God must have loved them to send his 
own beloved Son to them after such treat- 
ment to his servants! What did they do to 
the Son? What punishment did they re- 
ceive? Why was the vineyard taken ome? 
Had the master a right to expect fruit? Who 
pronounced the vonage 

Then I explained that Israel was God’s 
vineyard. It was hedged in by sea and 
mountain and desert. It.had been specially 
cared for by him through all the years. ‘He 


What fruit did he expect? What is now the 
penalty for Israel? The husbandmen of 
‘God may fail, but his vineyard, never, 
Others have the privilege of working if we 
will not. What was the requirement for 
keeping it? What is the requirement for 
strong muscles? 

We made our personal thought the idea of 
disuse bringing decay, and use bringing 
growth and greater strength. To be ahelper 
in God’s vineyard we must grow and bear 
fruit by abiding in the Vine. Growth comes 
by exercise. How does a Christian take ex- 
er@ise for his spiritual nature? If, therefore, 
we are regular in our prayer and Bible read- 
ing, and constant in our ‘‘ practise of the 
presence of God,’’ we can produce the fruit 
which the. King desires. Even as work 
makes us strong, and strength enables us ‘to 
do more work, so spiritual exercise de- 
velops us into better tools for God’s larger 
work, Without it comes decay. 

You, too, have now read the warning of 
Christ’s ‘‘ sign,’? have you not? Then it is 
your responsibility to bear fruit for him, or 
God will choose other workmen, 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


For next week the girls will write the 
story of this lesson, finding a Golden Thread 
for their own lives. 

Read carefully Matthew 22: 1-14. How 
many invitations were sent to the same peo- 
ple? Why was the king anxious to have 
them atthe feast? How was each invitation 
treated? What do you think was the real 
excuse for all in verse §? Why do you think 
the man was speechless? Why was he pun- 
ished? Is the Christ-life like a feast ? How? 
What are some of the good things? 

The girls are writing, week by week, a life of Christ 
in their own note-books, illustrating ther, with pic- 


tures on the lesson, and adding the “‘ Golden ‘Thread”’ 
of each lesson, and how they weave it into their lives. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
b 4 


Would you like to have expert help in mak- 
ing out a list of books for the girls in your 
class? Mrs. Sangster’s *‘ What Shall a 
Young Girl Read” ts the book you have been 





looking for. Published by The Sunday School 
Times Co. Price 50 cents, postpaid, 


shad sent his prophets to teach them, and we | ‘ 
‘noted the treatment and deaths of several. |’ 








SCHOOL TIMES 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


SUPPOSE we all feel some sense of pit 
mingled with disgust for the son of ric 


parents who fails to measure up to the 
ee which wealth him, and 
es a failure of his life. In a very real 


sense he loses his place in the world, and 
some other man takes it by right of worth. 
But, somehow, we have a habit of apoveriog 
unity or possessions in terms of weal 
only ; we assume unconsciously that money 
values are the only values. try particu- 
larly to teach my boys that there are many 
other $s besides wealth; and in 
this lesson my aim has .been to show them 
in what a real sense they have received from 
God lives that have been prepared for them 
in every way as carefully as was the vineyard 
which the lesson tells about. 

With this point in view I ask, How is 

our life like the vineyard described in the 
esson? At first they do not know, and I 
find it necessary to a few questions, In 
what way is your life peculiarly favored? 
Every boy has some favoring conditions 
about him—his home, his city or country, 
his health, his friends, his chance to get an 
education. It is well to dwell on these 
things rather than on any unfortunate setting 
in which his life may be cast. 

These favoring conditions are likened to 
investments which God has made in his life, 
investments from which returns are to be 
expected. The more the householder did 
in the preparation of the vineyard, the more 
he had a right to expect large returns from 
it. Measured by this standard, how much 
may God look for from our favored lives? 

I am not unmindful of the particular lesson 
which Christ sought to teach the Pharisees 
when he spoke this parable, and I need to 
make this application somewhere in my 





teaching. But I want this lesson to influ- 
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rere anwar ea so far as 
it may properly do so. Therefore I ask, 
What happens when the life I hold in trust 
does not yield any returns under my man- 
agement? God sends his servants to me 
every day asking some share of the products | 
d eh li al has an . me, Shall Iden 

m this request , how am 
better than the unworthy husbandmen of the 
parable? They used the products of the 
vineyard for their own selfish purposes; I 
selfishly claim life as my own, and retuse to 
yield any share of life’s peo. to God, the 
real owner of my life. In order that I might 
surely know his purpose concerning me, 
God sent his Son, and he has pleaded with 
me for a life that will honor God and not 
simply please, myself. 

** Lost opportunity.’’ That is the verdict 
to be rendered concerning these foolish hus- 
bandmen, A faithful stewardship might have 
brought them years of trusted relationships 
with their master. ‘Lost opportunity ’’ 
would be a sad way to summarize the life of 
any boy who has sucha heritage of privilege 
as boys have to-day. Think of your life asa 
vineyard, prepared by God in the finest possi- 
ble wav, and loaned to you. Don’t imagine 
that you will have to wait until you’re a man 
to yield him part of the fruitage. Every day 
you can show him that you acknowledge him 
as your Master, and let your life bear fruit. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. From your recollection of previous les- 
sons write out what you think is meant by 
‘*kingdom of heaven,’’ 2, What event was 
this feast to celebrate? 3. How did the un- 
invited guests treat the king’s servants? 
4. How did the king punish those who re- 
fused to come? 5. To whom did the next 
invitation go? 6. How did Jesus teach the 
necessity for proper preparation for entrance; 
into God’s presence? 


DeEtroIT, MICH, 





| The Adult Bible Class—sy President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
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The Two Sons and the Wicked 


CONDUCTING THE. CLASS SESSION, 


OMING on the second day to the tem- 
ple the conflict between on and 
the rulers opened. We find.-Jesus 

now ina new mood. He no longer avoids 
oecasions of dispute, but meets his oppo- 
nents on their own grouad. Their question 
was not unnatural, They were ever the 
representatives of established order and 
usage, and had somé show of right in de- 
manding from Jesus his credentials for such 
high-handed conduct as his. They were by 
prescriptive right the custodians of the tem- 
ple and the guardians of the faith. Such in- 
terference as his—without word of warning 
or reference of any kind to them—seemed 
nothing less than an outrage. 

Their real purpose, however, seems to be 
the entrapping of Jesus by a wily question, 
‘*If he disclaimed royal authority, he might 
be discredited with his followers; if he 
claimed it, he could be handed over to 
Pilate,’’ 

Jesus recognized their motive, and met 
them with a counter question, still more 
subtle. He clearly placed them in a di- 
lemma. What was his question regarding 
John the Baptist? Why was it a very perti- 
nent one to ask under the circumstances ? 
John had been the first and most important 
witness to Jesus, If they declared John’s 
ministry to be divinely directed, their ques- 
tion was self-answered. 

Was Jesus justified in refusing to answer a 
question put to him by such men? Did his 
refusal put him at any disadvantage? Ap- 
parently not, for he went on to enforce his 
view of their inexcusable attitude by uttering 
the two parables which form the subject of 
the International lesson. 

The parable of the Two Sons, one of 
whom refused to obey, but finally did .ac- 
cording to the father’s will, while the other, 
verbally obedient, really did not follow his 
father’s command, was clearly addressed to 
the Pharisees or Sanhedrists, Notice the 
graphic description. The first son replied, 
**I don’t choose to’’; the second, ‘I, 
sir,’’ an expression of eager submission. In 
verse 31 Jesus makes the application plain. 
The “you” meant his audience of Juda- 
ism’s religious leaders, Precedence over 





reaching test .o 


Husbandmen (Matt. ar: 23-46). 


them, he declares,’ would. bé secured by the 
worst of the class they called *+sinnérs.”’ _; 

The words of Jesus raise a simple but far- 
religious character. Pro-« 
fessions have littleor no value as over against 
deeds. The one who does Gad’s will ‘is, the 
one who is accepted. , 

The contrast of publicans or harlots with 
the Pharisees was cutting. They repre- 
sented the other extreme in the social scale 
no less than in the spiritual realm. Who 
could credit the idea that such people would 
be acceptable to God? The Pharisees and 
their ilk were religious snobs of: the first 
rank, and refused to credit such a supposi- 
tion. Jesus went farther, and declared that 
such people might be, and actually were, | 
ahead of the Pharisees. They were crowd- 
ing into the Kingdom. 

What was the difference between John the 
Baptist and the Pharisees? Was he re- 
garded by them as an innovator religiously ? 
What are the reasons which move men and 
women to hesitate to accept the ways of re- 
form and repentance ? 

Kirkpatrick declares thet this‘ parable is a 
review before the hierarchy of their miscon- 
duct in the past. In spite of John’s teach- 
ing and his own teaching and mighty works, 
they had refused to believe on him. Did the 
parable give an answerto the query of the 
Sanhedrists concerning his authority, or did 
it merely serve to justify his refusal to givea 
direct reply ? 

Does it help or hinder men to be brought 
thus face to face with their own shortcom- 
ings? Why did this plain exposure of the 
insincerity of the religious leaders, and of 
their failure to be really obedient to God, do 
no good ? 

‘* Hear another parable.’’ ‘‘The abrupt 
introduction betrays emotion.’’ What sort 
of emotion was in the soul of Jesus? Was 
he conscious of having given mortal offense ? 
Would we say that he was deliberately 
speaking with increasing clearness, so as to 
make plain beyond question his’ point of 
view and theirs ? 

Where else in the Bible is the figure of a 
vineyard used to indicate Israel? Who, 
then, were the husbandmen who dealt 


( Continued on next page, third column) 
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They will: lighten your work during the 
Superintendents, _ teachers, 
leaders of Adult classes, and many others 
can obtain just the help they have been 
looking for from one or the other of 
these books. They are all recent pub- 
lications, and all have been in good de- 
mand from the first day of publication. 








Men and Missions 


By Wititam T, ELwis, Mascu- 
line, unconventional, stimulating 
and informing in every page, ‘‘ Men 
and Missions’? meets the need 
which all the multitude of men 
who have been freshly aroused to 
an interest in the big world have 
felt. It isn’t sermonizing, but a 

straight putting of present-day 
| world conditions, aot of those- 

hitherto unpublished considerations 
concerning the greatest work in 
the world which apposl to men, 
The appendixes, full’ of methods 
and missionary data, Supply a 
realized lack. A meaty volume, 
by a newspaper man who knows 
American men and who knows the 
missson field by actual observation, 
Price, $1.000 


The Apostles as 
Every-Day Men 


By PrestpENtT Ropert Ex tis 
TuHompson, S. T. D. To see the 
Twelve as real men, with their 
weaknesses and their noble charac- 
teristics sympathetically set forth, 
is the privilege of every reader of 


He devotes a chapter to each of 
the six pairs of oe and a 
chapter to what is known outside 
the New Tesgament about their life 
and death. The book is at once a 
graphic, vivid character study, and 
an invaluable reference manual in 
Bible study. 50 cents. 


Amurru, the Home of 


the Northern Semites 

By Pror. A, T, CLay, University 
of | Pennsylvania. A study showing 
that the religion and culture of Is- 
rael are not of Babylonian origin. 
The views of the critics who would 
dissipate the Bible into Babylonian 
myths are not only proved to be 
without foundation, but the origin 
of Israel’s religion as set forth in 
the Old Testament is substantiated, 
$1.25. 





Order‘ from your bookseller, or direct from the publishers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 


President Thompson’s new book. ° 


Missionary Methods for 


Sunday-school Workers 
Revised edition. By Grorce H. 
TRULL, Tested plans for stimu- 
lating missionary interest in the 
Sunday-school, In addition, many 
useful charts are given, and there 
is a choice list of missionary books, 
arranged for ready reference. 50 
cents, 


Medical Men in 


the Time of Christ 
«By Dr. Ropert N. WILtson, fr., 
gives a review of early medical his- 
tory, a study of lay conditions in 
which medical men worked, a de- 
scription of the Asklepian Temples 
of Health: a study of Luke. the 
Physician, and a crowning chapter 
on The Master Physician. Illus- 
trated. 157 pages. Price, $1.00. 


Knowing and 
Teaching the Scholar 


By the Rev. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, 
D.D., former Chairman of the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee. How 
to study the child ; how to do black- 
board work; how to use hand- 
work in teaching (a chapter by M. 
S. Littlefield) ; the teacher’s work 
outside the school; the conversion 
and culture of the scholar ; all in 
brief, practical chapters in a hand- 
book that every teacher should 
have. 50 cents. 


Happy Hours for 


the Boys and Girls 

By the Rev, D. E, Lewis, A book 
for all who have wanted to teach 
children and young people by 
means of blackboard or slate work, 
and who have never had access to 
plain and easily workable sugges- 
tions for such teaching. A k 
for leaders of junior societies, teach- 
ers, superintendents, pastors. Fully 
illustrated with diagrams, etc. 50 
cents, 
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Brain- 
Fag 
Headache *"* 


may bring the over-tired teacher or 

preacher into an unreasonable de- 

ponte which is purely physical. 
n that condition an excellent tonic 

and vitalizer is Horsford’s Acid Phos- 

It affords sustenance to both 
brain and body. 


Horsford’s 
Acid 
Phosphate 
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cruelly with the representatives of ‘the 
owner? Who were the representatives who 
preceded the ‘son? - What details indicate 
the loving care of the owner for his vine- 
yard. t details indicate his reasonable- 
ness? What details show the character of 
the tenants and their purpose? What did 
the owner demand from them? 

What did Jesus declare ding those 
who were ready for their selfish ends to put 
the heir to death? What is his one absolute 


condition of retaining the glorious privileges. 


which are sometimes granted to favored na- 
tions? What nations of to-day are compar- 
able to the Jews of the time of Jesus in in- 
telligence, opportunity, and responsibility ? 
What will be their test ? 

How are we fulfilling the same sort of 
trust as that committed to the Son and the 
Husbandmen? How do we pay our lawful 
rental to God for the vineyard which we 


x 

ow about the messengers whom God 
keeps sending to his people?) What mes- 
sengers have been the bearers of a divine 
message to us as individuals? 

The Son was the last messenger. Is it 
more dangerous to reject Christ than to turn 
a deaf ear to other appeals ? : 

Were the husbandmen shortsighted when 
they thought to gain personally by putting 
the heir to death ? 

These parables were parables of judgment. 
They revealed to the bystanders their true 
religious place, and that it was a low one, on 
the scale of real religion. The aristocracy 
of God’s world are those whose hearts are 
résponsive, whose lives are obedient, whose 
words are loyal, and whose days are filled 
with the fruitage of cheer, faith, helpfulness, 
and sacrifice, 


Books THAT MAy BE USED. 


For these parables the standard works on 
the parabolic literature of the New Testa- 
ment must be consulted, such as Bruce’s 
** Parabolic Teaching of the New Testa- 
ment,’’ Dod’s ‘‘ Parables of Our Lord,’’ and 
Goebel’s ** Parables of Jesus.’’ 

Plummer’s ‘‘ Exegetical. Commentary on 
the Gospel of Matthew ’’ (pp. 294-300) and 


Bruée’s ‘‘ Expositor’s Greek Testament,’’- 


volume containing Matthew’s ‘Gospel° (pp. 
265-269), are exceedingly helpful. ! 

It is not worth while to dwell too closely 
on the details of these parables. Jesus was 
talking to the religious leaders through them 
vigorously, his mind intent on a few lessons, 


DaiLy HoME WoRK ON THE NExT LESSON, 
Lesson for September 11: Matt, 22 : 1-14. 
Monday.— Read Matthew 22: 1-10. Does 

the Kingdom of Heaven seem to us as de- 

sirable and joyful as a wedding feast ? 

Tuesday.—Read Matthew 22 : 11-14, 
Disrespect may be as worthy of punishment 
as disobedience. Which is more fatal to 
faith ? 

Wednesday.— Read Isaiah 55 : 1-13, one 
of the cordial invitations which the prophets 
had uttered. 

Thursday.— Read Isaiah 25: 1-12. An- 
other ancient promise of fai things for a 
feast. 

Friday. — Read Revelation 3: 17-21. 
How one may come to share Christ’s meal 
with him. 

-— Read Revelation 19 : 9-16, 
describing the conditions of those who sit 
down at the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

Sunday.— Read Luke 14. : 15-23, the 
companion story of the great Supper. 

WaSHBURN COLLEGE, Topeka, KANsAs, 


at 
Convention Calendar 


Nova Scotia and Bermuda, at 


BWee EYE Sg SN . September 1 
National. Convention, at 
Mexico City. . . . September 9-14 


Southern California, at Santa Ana . October 1 
Kentucky, at Winchester .. .. . October 1 
Massachusetts, at North Adams . October 4-7 
Vermont, at Rutland ..... October 11-13 
Pennsylvania, at Altoona . . . October 12-14 
District of Columbia, at Wash- 

ington... ....-+. « October 24-26 
Ontario, at Oshawa ...... October 25-27 
Alberta, at Calgary . . .. . . November 1-4 
Michigan, at'Grand Rapids . . November 2-4 
Saskatchewan, at Moose Jaw . November 8-10 
Missouri, at Jefferson City : . November 15-17 
New Jersey, at-Atlantic City . Noyember 15-17 
World's Conference on Christian 

Principles of Civil Govern- 

ment, at Philadelphia . .. November 16-20 
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| Books Worth Noting} 


The Living Bible.—A course of Bible 
readings vb gars by a noted writer and 
hic 





editor, w ran formany weeks in serial 
form—each reading accompanied a brief 
comment of seven to ten lines, giving the 


heart of the chapter to be read in the form of 
a prayerful meditation—met with such wide- 
spread acceptance that now the whole series 
is gathered in book form, for further useful- 
ness, The readings cover practically the 
whole Bible in 169 weeks. (Zhe Living 
Bible. By Amos R. Wells. United Society 
of Christian Endeavor. 75 cents). 


A Reasonable Way to Study the 
Bible. — An experienced Sunday- school 
teacher, dissatisfied with some of the results 
of her work, and trying to meet a special 
need, prepared a series of questions on the 
Acts and bs Epistles, which she found aroused 
new interest on the part of her Bible-students, 
These are now issued in book form, and 
will be suggestive to many other teachers. 
(A Reasonable Way to Study the Bible, Pub- 
lished by the author, Isabella T. Redfield, 
Pittsfield, Mass. 50 cents net, postpaid). 


Health and Happiness.—The author of 
**Health and Happiness’ is a well-known 
physician in Georgia, and a member of the 
state board of health. The book is not of 
the sentimental type, as its title might imply, 
but rather a semi-scientific study of the par- 
allelism between sin and disease, What 
health is to the body, happiness is to the 
soul, is the analogy that grew upon the 
author’s consciousness the more he gained 
in clearness of conception of the nature of 
disease. The chapter here devoted to 
aspects. of disease is very informing to the 
lay mind, and is a suggestive résumé to the 
medical reader. ‘This is not a book on 
psycho-therapy, but rather is an analogy be- 
tween the physical and the spiritual, . The 
discussion of the functions of mind and soul 
is intelligent and rational, although not so 
finely drawn. as that in Fitzgerald’s ‘* Law of 
Christian. Healing.’’ Dr, Harbin’s book 
lacks distinctness of procedure, although in 
the total, its spirit and, purpose are apparent, 
and its array of facts is interesting and in- 
structive. .(AMealth and Happiness. B 
Robert Maxwell Harbin, M. Philadel- 
phia :. Griffith & Rowland Press. 90 cents; 
postage, 7 cents.) 

From Youth Into Manhood.—Of all 
the books that have been given to the public 
on the sex problem of boyhuod, that by Win- 
field S. Hall is undoubtedly the clearest, 
briefest, and most practical. The discussion 
starts with a fine dramatic story, under- 
standable to the boy, but immediately there- 
after assumes an adult tone that is disap- 
pointing after the fine start. The chapter 
on Adolescence has been written for boy 
leaders, not for boys, though the stated aim 
is the self-instruction through reading of the 
boy from eleven to fifteen years, It isa 
lucid presentation for boy leaders and teach- 
ers. The chapter on Sexual Hygiene is a 
fine statement for a seventeen- or eighteen- 
year-old boy, but is too heavy for a younger 
one. Such terms as ‘* prodigious potential- 
ity,’’ ‘instinctive indulgence,’’ ‘* maturing 
sexuality,’’ and like phrases, with which the 
book abounds, are rather ponderous for a 
normal boy, and the regret is that the simple 
Anglo-Saxon terms which the -boy knows 
have not been used. The subject-matter of 
the book is well-marshaled, but it would 
stand a re-writing. The last chapter of the 
discussion, that on Personal Hygiene, is the 
best statement of the subject yet made, and 
is remarkably free of class-room phraseology. 
The book makes a strong start and strong 
end; the intervening material is subject- 
matter for leaders of boysrather than for the 
boys themselves. For a boy’s reading, it 
ought to be briefer and have less mention of 
the penalty of abuse. The positive is always 
better than the negative statement of a fact, 
and much safer. For this reason the verbal 
communication of Mr. Hall’s material would 
be more satisfactory, and he is to be congrat- 
ulated ‘for giving teachers of boys a much 
simpler grasp of a delicate subject than that 
which was previously in their reach, _ Every 
man interested in boys should possess this 
little book, for it assuredly is the best on the 
subject. (From Youth Into Manhood. By 
Winfield S. Hall, Ph.D.; M.D. New York : 
Young Men’s Christian Assgciation Press. 
50 cents.) 
































LESSON FOR SEPT, 4 (Matt. 2x : 33-46) 





| Ast Marion Lawrance! 





Will you kindly give me some idea as to the 
nan Kah ns tc ame Soe pend yde Lone 
tion the Sunday: 


and also sug- 
some material for 
same ?—AN INTERESTED SUBSCRIBER. 

The belated day of missionary zeal and in- 
terest has arrived. The church, and Sunday- 
school as well, are beginning to realize their 
responsibility and opportunity. Edmond 
Burke said: ‘‘Teach the chi of the 
realm truth and the realm will be truthful.’’ 

The church is just beginning to discover 
that the way to have a missionary church is 
first to have a missionary Sunday-school. 
Many of our Sunday-schools know little or 
nothing about the great missionary move- 
ments of their own denomination, or of the 
world. The first thing necessary is that ef 
shall be informed and trained, and the fol- 
lowing suggestions will help : 

i. Yare a missionary map displayed in the 
school-room. ‘This may be a missionary map 
of the world, or one showing the missionary 
activities of the denomination, Small mis- 
sionary maps of the world, about the size of 
three postage stamps, gummed on the back, 
may be had in quantities for a trifle. These 
will not take the place, however, of a large 
wall-map. When you get your map use it. 
Call attention to the workers in the various 
mission fields, tell what they are doing, and 
offer prayer as well as money in their behalf. 

2. Have a missionary secretary or com- 
mittee. It will be their business to pay 
special attention to missionary enterprise ; 
to keep the ‘teachers posted in regard to 
helps on missionary lessons; to point out at 
the teachers’-meeting those features of each 
lesson that lend themselves readily to mis- 
sionary instruction, such as Mr. Pierson’s 
department in The Sunday School Times. 
This committee or secretary may be placed 
in charge of the occasional missionary Sun- 
day or missionary concert. 

‘3. Have a missionary Sunday occasionally. 
Sélect one patticular missionary field in 
wifith your’ denomination ‘ ‘is’: tépresented. 
Let the -missionary-secretary be in charge of 
the program.» A large maip of ‘the field ‘may 
be’ displayed.” It should=“be drawn upon 
paper or the blackboard. Suitable exercises 
with recitations and songs may be easily pro- 
cured about almost any missionary field in 
the world. The various parts of the program 
may be assigned to young people or children, 
who are dressed to represent the natives of 
the country being considered. A statement 
might be made by the pastor or superinten- 
dent, giving specific information concerning 
that large field. 

4. If possible have a missionary room. 
This might be an ordinary class-room and used 
as a class-room, but especially fitted up for the 
office of your missionary secretary or com- 
mittee. It would contain. all of the maps 
and charts belonging to the school ; also your 
missionary library and any curios or things 
of that sort that would be interesting in the 
teaching of missions. 

5. Secure missionary charts, These ma 
be bad through your denomination or throug 
the Young People’s Missionary Movement. 
They speak to the eye through figures and 
diagrams showing the relative strength of the 
various religions of the world; the relative 
amount of money spent for missions and other 
things, giving the growth of missions during a 
period of years, etc. ‘Such charts are very 
effective. Have two missionary libraries, 
one for the workers and one for the scholars. 

The library for the workers should be se- 
lected with the missionary work of the de- 
nomination especially in mind, that the 
teachers and officers may become thoroughly 
familiar with its particular fields, Other 
books will be very helpful too. The libraries 
recentiy published by the Presbyterian Board, 
by the International Young Men’s Christian 
Association Committee, and the Young Peo- 
ple’s Missionary Movement are choice. 

There should also be a missionary section 
in the scholars’ library. There are literall 
thousands of good missionary books for suc 
a library. Among them you would find 
** Uganda’s White Man of Work’’; ‘‘The 
Cycle of Cathay’’; ‘* Children in Blue and 
What They Do ’”’; ‘‘ Topsey Turvey Land ”’ ; 
** Jungle Tales, etc., etc. These books are 
most attractive and cannot help but create 
missionary interest in any Sunday-school. 

6. Have a missionary training class, . This 
should not be a promiscuous class, but it will 
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|| probably be a small class. If it has from six 


to a dozen you are doing well. It should be 
made up of young people not under twelve 
nor over twenty as'a rule. The ary 
book, ‘*M Methods for Sunday- 
school Workers,’’ by the Rev. H, 
Trull, issued by The Sunday School Times 
Company and edited by Mr. Trull, would be 
a text-book for such a class. They 

be < together for the winter months 
and nn ee up the : sag i ge 
again, purpose of this class is to give 
definite eeenneny erecene to those who 
really desire it. > more ‘general instruc- 
tion there is, however, in the Sunday-school 
in this field the larger will the mission 
training class become. It should be in charge 
of a missionary enthusiast, If it is a young 
person all the better. 

7. Give liberally, systematically, and reg- 
ularly to the support of missions. Support 
the missionary boards of your own denomi- 
nation. Support other missionary enterprises 
too, as far as youccan. Itisa thing to 
take regular pledges from the scholars to give 
a certain amount in addition to their regular 
offering ‘and to give it at stated periods for 
this one purpose. Specific giving will arouse 
the most interest, that is, giving for some par- 
ticular object, as the support of a given child 
or person in a mission school in a foreign 
land, the name and picture of the person to 
be familiar to the scholars, Or the support 
of a native Bible reader or missionary, who 
becomes the living link between the field and 
the school. ~ 





| Children at Home 





The Naughty Little Clock 
By Emma C. Dowd 


UNT Alice was working over the little 
blue-and-white china clock, and trying 
to make it go. She had put om kero- 

sene oil and sweet oil, she had taken it to 
pieces and screwed it together again; yet it 
would rup for. only a minute or so, then it 
would,stop. ©Finally,she set it up on the 
shelf with .a sigh. bo ae 

“It is of no use,” she declared. ‘*I shall 
have to send it to the shop.” 

** Why won’t it go?’’ asked Florence, who 
had been watching her aunt while she worked. 
. §*That’s what I’d like to know, dear,’’ 
laughed Aunt Alice. ‘* But I mustn’t spend 
any more time on it, trying to find out.’’ 

‘*If I should keep tipping it sideways, 
just as you do to start it, don’t you s’pose it 
would go after a little while?’’ questioned 
Florence. 

Aunt Alice shook her head. ‘* But you 
may try it if you want to,’? she added. 
** Maybe it will.”” 

$0 Florence tipped it this way and that, 
she wiggled it, she shook it, she coaxed it, 
she scolded it; but the obstinate little time- 
piece. refused to go by itself, 

‘You are a pretty little clock,’’ she 
flattered, ‘‘ just as pretty! But nobody’ll 
like you if you don’t tell the time. I’m 
afraid you are very naughty, when Auntie 
and I have spent so long trying to make you 
go, and still you won’t! Now I’m going to 
put you right down on your face, so you can’t 
see anything at all, ard you’!l\ have a chance 
to think how bad you are—p’rhaps it’ll make 
you better.’’ 

Then Florence laid the little clock care- 
fully on its face, and ran away to her dollies, 
She did not think of the clock again until 
some time in the afternoen, when she chanced 
to spy it in passing the dvor of Auntie’s room, 

Ei. é ran inside, but as she neared the table 
she st d in surprise, 

oi Tick —-tock—tick—tock—tick — tock 1”? 
came in regular tones. 

** Why—ee, it’s going !’’ she cried. 

Downstairs she rushed, clock in hand. 

** Auntie, Auntie!’’ she called excitedly, 
‘*The clock’s going! 1 put it on its face, to 
punish it ’cause it was naughty, and now it’s 
good ! 9 

Of course everybody was astonished, es- 
pecially as the little clock kept on being good. 

**Isn’t it funny?’’ chuckled Florence. 
** Aren’t you glad I punished it?’’ 

And if anybody doubts the efficiency of 
such a punishment, just Jet him try it with a 
clock that refuses to go, But it is safer to 
precede the punishment with a little coaxing 
in the shape of oil. 

MERIDEN,. CONN, 





Puffed Wheat Served with Blackberries 


Fifteen Million Dishes 











Every Month 


Since summer began it has been almost impossible for our mills to 
supply enough Puffed Wheat and Puffed Rice. People are eating fifteen 
million dishes per month, 





For breakfast, they serve them with sugar and cream, Or they mix 
them with berries. These crisp grains with berries form an enticing 
blend. 


For luncheons or suppers—for between-meals or bedtime—they are 
served in a bowl of milk. That's a delightful dish. Puffed Wheat and 
Puffed Rice are as crisp as crackers, and four times as porous as bread. 
And they supply the whole grain, as crackers and bread do not. 


All that needs to be done before serving is to crisp the grains in a 
warming oven. 


oe - 
Just Imagine This: 
_ If you are‘not one of thése users, we ask you to. imagine this ; ) 
Gigantic kernels of wheat or rice, puffed to eight times natural size. 
Made so porous and crisp that they melt in the mouth. Made so diges- 


tible—by exploding the starch granules—that digestion begins before the 
grains reach the stomach. 


Great, nut-like grains, shaped just as they grew. 


Ready to absorb 
whatever you mix with them. 


Can anyone wonder that people are eating fifteen million dishes per 
month ? 


Puffed Wheat, 10€ scent 
Puffed Rice, I5c . 


West 
These are Professor Anderson's foods—the foods that are shot from 
guns, 


The wheat or rice kernels are put into sealed guns, Then the guns 
are revolved for sixty minutes in a heat of 550 degrees. 








That heat:turns the moisture in the grain to steam, and the pressure 
becomes tremendous. Then the guns are unsealed and the steam ex- 
plodes. Instantly every starch granule is blasted into a myriad particles. 


The grains are puffed to eight times their natural size. Yet the coats 
are unbroken, the shapes are unaltered. We have the whole grains 
made porous and crisp and digestible. 


Good for Hot Days 


These curious, digestible, ready-cooked cereals are the ideal summer 
foods. They are so delightful that four people in five prefer them to all 
other cereals. We have proved this by lunch room tests. 


And they don’t tax the stomach. 
made even half so digestible. 


Never before were cereal foods 


It is true they don’t last long. Children are apt to want several 
servings, several times a day. But what better, food can you serve to 
them than these whole grains made whoily digestible ? 


We ask you to order one package of each—order them now from 
your grocer. Do this to see what you’ ve missed. 


iss) Made only by The Quaker Oats Company 



























This Is the Butcher of Spotiess Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
Por folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


a like cleanly 

‘Bhat is. why the But- 
tools and every part of 
his shop ony ot we and span. It's as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a 7 sh to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 


There is no 
iiee Seopeie 
cher k is 

















The Christmas Story 
in the Primary Room 
By Lee McCrae 


It seems absurdly. carly t 
terial at this time; but, as 
carry out = plan of we boo 
to sen 


twe 

her pri 
tion with 
the stor 


requir shee Cliitistm on me." 


ike fone tov carly 
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ental or tte Seis she t he tells |” 


ea h verde in twelve lessons, in 


f way t “s nel, any other os ay? to do 
ikewise. 0 conte: ‘he Sunday 
School *Tintes Co., 1 alnut St., hindelpiie, Pa. 








Mother’s *« Notions ”’ 
Good for Young People to Follow 


‘* My little grandson often comes up 
to show me how large the muscles of his 
arms are. 

‘‘ He was a delicate child, but has de- 
veloped into a strong healthy boy, and 
Postum has been the principal factor. 

‘* T was induced to give him the Postum 
because of my OWn experience with it. 

‘I am sixty years old, and have been 
a victim of nervous dy spepsia for many 
years. Have tried all sorts of medi- 
cines and had treatment from many phy- 
sicians, but no pérmanent relief came. 
I believe nervous dy pores suffer more 
than other sick people, as they are af- 
fected mentally as well as physically, 

‘* I used to read the Postum advertise- 
ments in our paper. At first I gave but 
little attention. to them, thinking it was 
a fraud, like so many.I had tried, but 
finally something i in one of the advertise- 
ments made mé conclude to try it. 

‘I was very particular to have it pre- 
pared strictly accerding to directions, 
and used good, rich eréam. It was very 
nice indeed, and about bedtime I said to, 
the members of the family that I be- 
lieved I felt better. One of them laughed 
and said, ‘That’s another of mother's 
notions,’ but the ‘notion has not left me 

ret. 

‘**I continued to improve right along 
after leaving off coffee and taking 
Postum, and‘ now after three years’ use 
I feel so well that I am almost young 
. ain. I know Postum was the cause 

the change in my health, and I cannot 
ion too much in its favor. 1 wish I could 
persuade all nerVous people to use it.’ 

Rees ‘* The Road to ellville, ” found 

kgs. ‘‘There’s a Reason." 


ver read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





| The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 
Sunday, September 4, 1910. 


Christ Our Saviour. (John 3: 5-21. 
- Consecration Meeting). 











M.—A Saviour from sin (Matt. 1 : 21; 
Heb. 7 : 25). 
‘T.—From falling (Luke 22 : 31, 32; Jude 
24, 25). 

W.—From Scmditkeit (Eph 5 :6; Rom. 
5:9, 10). 

T.—From ourselves (Gal. 5:16; 6 : 8; 


Rom, 8 : 1, 2). 
LY —From error (Heb. 3 : 10; John 14 : 6). 


S.—From death (Rom. 6 : 23; 2 Tim. 1: 
To). 











Mention the glories to which Christ brings 
us. 


Give experience of what he has saved you 
from, 


Show how Christ, in order to save us, must 
dwell within. 


EN need a Saviour. We need one, 
Each one of us needs salvation. We 
are lost to what is highest and best. 

We are out of the way. We have ruptured 
our right relationships. We have failed.and 
are continually failing. How any one can be 
lost if we are not, it is hard to see, Our 
greatest need is for a Saviour. 

% 

Nowadays we hear a great deal about sal- 
vation of character. Where is the man, we 
reply, who has a character that entitles him 
to salvation or whose character represents 
the restoration of the highest and best, the 
perfect recovery of the right way, the fulfil- 
ment of all the right relationships of the soul 
and a career of perfect moral and Spiritual 
success? Where is this man? Is there any 
man in the world se blind and infatuated that 
he is prepared to advance his character as a 

“Or as an instrument of 


ms salvation for himself or others? The v 


vanity and conceit of such a man would itself 
disprove his. Pharigaic folly; There never 
has beensand there never will be any self-sal- 
vation by character. 


That is not theology. 
That is just what we are. We 
have done wrong. .And what is far bigger, 
we have neglected right, _We have thought 
and imagined sinful things.’ Our desires 
could not be exposed. Our whole life is 
small and unworthy. The more wecome, at 
any hour of spécial uplift and ‘consecration, 
to a-true view and experience of life, the 
keener is our sense of shame in failure. 


%e 
The best men realize most deeply this need 
of a Saviour, ‘They war against their sin but 
they never think of denying their sin, and the 
whole agony of their life is a struggle against 
it. As Myers’ St. Paul says: 


We are sinners. 
It is fact. 


‘* What was their tale of some one on asummit, 
Looking I think upon the endless sea,— 
One with a fate and sworn to overcome it, 
we was fettered and who should be 
ree? 


a oot him a robe, for shaming and for sear- 


ing, 
Ate with empoisonment and stung with fire, 
He through it all was to his Lord uprearing 
Desperate patience of a brave desire. 


** Ay, and for me there shot from the beginning 
Pulses of passion broken with my breath ; 
Oh thou poor soul, enwrapped in such a sin- 


ning, 
Bound in the shameful body of thy death ! 


‘* Well let me sin, but not with my consenting, 
Well let me die, but willing to be whole : 
Nepep, O Christ,—so stay me from _ relent- 


Shall I there be truce betwixt my flesh and 
soul,”” 


This Saviour for whom we are seeking is 
Christ. He is the only Saviour. No one 
else can care for the guilt and shame of sin. 
No one else can break its power and set us 
free from its thraldom, We get deliverance 
only as we come to him, In him we find it. 

** Out of m anatie sorrow and night, 


Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come ; 
Intd Thy freetiom, gladness and light; 





Jesus, I come to-Thee ; 





THE SUNDAY aaariaines TEMES 





ew ~<cr 


<i of my'‘sickness into Thy:health, 
Out of my want.and into -wealth, 
- of ear sin and into. ‘Thyself, , 

come to, Thee: ep aye 


ft “Owl stant failure and loss: 
come, Jesus,.I come ;.. 
"Inte the com (ome gain of of ity cross, 


sd all this is to be had for the tak 
It means such a warfare as those who 
easily of salvation of character never dream 
of? ‘Pt is the solé road to the highest chiar- 
acter—the road of thé cross. But it is a war- 
fare under a Conqueror, It is a journey 


-with the one Guide, and the Conquerér and 


the Guide are waiting to be accepted. 


| But we say we don’t know what sinis. We 

are young and are unacquainted with it, 
ry so, We may not have been calling it 

But we know it. It is any transgres- 
px of or want of conformity to the law of 
God. We know these wants. They are 
thitigs from which we need ‘a Saviour. Do 
we have him ? 
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RALLY DAY oA 
SEND 15 cts. ** 20 Ditterens articies 


Sample new Rally Day Service 


‘¢ OUR SunpAy SCHOOL CRUSADE ”’ 


Price, $2.50 per 100 He goa 


The Heidelberg Press 3} vitia 
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avi oom boat students from 33 States past session. 

‘Terms moderate. Png’ eat. time. Send for catalog. 
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For BILIOUSNESS Try 


Hunyadi Janos 


NATURAL APERIENT WATER. 


Avoid Substitutes 
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second-class matter."’ 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line; $11)20 

insertion (fourteen lines to inch). For - 
detailed information addréss ‘Ihe Religious 
Press Association, got Witherspoon Wallés ‘ 
ing, Philadelphia, - 


Subscription. Rates 


The Sunday School Times is ublished | 
weekly at the following rates, for dither old or 
new subscribers, . ‘These rates include postage: 
75 cts Five or more copies, either to . 

* separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one say <a 75 cents each, per year. 
ne copy, or an number of 
5 1.00 po aoa five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00, 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, . 
the above rates become $1 and $1 50 respect- 
ively, for yearly alia Hy : d 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will “iy aa 
‘for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


The Sunday School Times, inceedias 
the monthly Graded Course Edition, 
$1.50 per year; clubs of five or more copies, 
$1.25. per year; To Canada the above rates 
e) $2.00. and $1.50; respectively for 
yearly subseriptions. For Great Britain the 
above rates become g shillings and 8: — 
respectively. : 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sanday School Times will be sent to aay 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal 
the following rate, which includes postage : 
Das copy, one year, 6 shillings. 
Five of more copies, in a package to one address, 
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ja SANITARY DISHWASHER 


haces miter. Paaca rt Si vie 


ver- 
ware—in «Cleanses and 
sterilizes dishes A. scalding soap-suds and 
rinses them, Minna cog fey carving all traces 
of food, grease, etc ands do not touch 
water. Saves labor, time, towels, break- 
age. All metal—compact—strong 

+lasts a lifetime. Write for free 
trial offer and escape the drudg- 
ery of diphwashing, as hundreds of 
women have. Read their letters in 
our booklet. Write to-day. 


National Machine & Stam mg Co . 
1409 Mack Building, Detroit, Mich. 





























From a 
good teacher 
to a better one 


From a poor teacher to 
a good one. <A _ book 
may. make the way plain, 
as, for: instance, ‘“ The 
Making of a Teacher,” 
by Dr. Martin G. Brum- 
baugh, Superintendent of 
Schools, Philadelphia. It 
was written to help Sun- 
day-school teachers. 


Will you let it help you ? 
$1.00, postage prepaid 


The Sunday. School Times Co., 
1031 Walnut St, Philadelphia 
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